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We want them to know how much we
appreciate all their support. 

Charles Drew, Chief Executive

New centre for Amber

After several years of looking for the
right site, with the right facilities in
the right place at the right price,
Farm Place was viewed January
2009. I am very pleased to say that
after a couple of false starts, Amber
purchased the building this January,
almost a year to the day after I first
saw it. Farm Place is ideal for an
Amber and has most of what we need
- 9 acres of land, an art room, gym,
room for a library, an Amberteers’
lounge, enough rooms for 28
Amberteers. It even has 3 small lakes
stocked with fish and an outside pool... 

Work started immediately to get it
ready to open its doors as the third
Amber centre. The house had been

Amber expansion

empty for nearly 2 years so
considerable work was needed to cut
back bushes, repair gutters and
window frames, furnish the house
and generally get the land and rooms
up to scratch ready for the first new
Amberteers to arrive. Five Amberteers
moved from Ashley Court and
Bythesea Lodge to help with the
preparations and they’ve had great
fun sorting out the gym, building
furniture and clearing blocked drains
not to mention painting, cleaning
carpets and making up beds.

The first new Amberteer started on
the 1st April, and we envisage an
average of one new person per week
coming to Farm Place, mainly from

the Surrey area, although a
lot of interest has been shown
by some London boroughs
and surrounding counties.
Amber has received a lot of
support from the local
authority in Surrey which has
made the opening of Farm
Place much easier than it
otherwise would have been.

We would like to say a big thank you
to everyone who has supported and
enabled us to open Farm Place. 

Amber magic

The first Amberteers arrive at Farm Place

Wiltshire, 15th May 1995 – the first day
of Amber. Three young people arrive –
Paul, Barry, and Mark. They get out of
the car with their stuff. There is an old
cricket bat leaning against a pillar, and
a tennis ball. Using a cardboard box
full of possessions as a wicket they
start to play cricket on the grass circle.
Suddenly it’s there - that feeling in the
air - the Amber magic, the sense of
anticipation. It’s been there ever since.

Devon, 10th July 2003 – some people
have come to visit the second Amber
at Ashley Court. They have a look
around, have lunch and chat to a few
young people. When they leave they
say, ‘That was amazing’. But what
was amazing? It’s just a building and
grounds with thirty young people in it
- plus of course the Amber magic,
the sense of challenge.

Surrey, 18th January 2010 – the third
Amber opens at Farm Place. Peter,
Sean, and Martin arrive and – snap
– there it is, that same old crackle
in the air. What is it - the Amber
magic, the sense of energy? Who
knows? Could it just be the young
people themselves?  

Barty Smith



Amber projects

the work and loved every minute.
Dave wants to be a DJ but doing this
work has really sparked an interest
in restoring old boats. As for Sonya
and me it was a great experience
which we both really enjoyed,
especially when we got to paint the
boat and wear the space suits!

We were all invited back to sail to
France and Reece and Dave definitely
want to go. As for Sonya and me, well,
we are happier staying on dry land. We
learnt that we are not really boat girls
and we'd miss our beds too much! 

Sammy Hutchison, Amberteer

Amber projects

Helping the Rona Sailing Project

Four of us volunteered to help
prepare the sail training yachts at
the Rona Sailing Project on the River
Hamble near Southampton, in time
for the 2010 season. It was a great
experience and great to have the
chance to learn new skills and do
something out of our comfort zone.
It was hard work but enjoyable and
we were such a good team and doing
the work so quickly that they had to
keep finding new jobs for us to do.

Reece's ‘Dream and Desire’ is to
work on boats so for him this was a
good chance to see what it was like
and straight away he got stuck into

Taking to the stage at Exeter University

It wasn’t easy standing up in front
of so many people, in fact it was
down right scary, but we were really
proud of our play and after so many
weeks working with Sarah, Pavola,
Hui ling, Cheryl and Ruth at Exeter
University, there was no way we
weren’t going to perform.

Working with The National Trust

Residents in Woolacombe are
now able to access a field
donated to them by the National
Trust to grow vegetables for the
community, thanks to the hard
work of Amberteers. The pathway
linking the field to the road was
covered in brambles and dead trees
– but not for long once Amberteers
were on the case. The path has been
cleared, hardcore laid, a new wall at
the entrance has been built and
existing walls repaired, making way
for the many wheelbarrows now
trundling up and down!

Every week Amberteers are helping
the National Trust and Woolacombe
community with various projects.
They have been clearing a path on
Woolacombe beach so that wild
ponies can roam and maintain the
area, they have helped a National
Trust tenant build raised beds in his
garden for the local community to
use, and they have spent several days
digging trenches and putting up
fences with National Trust volunteers. 

Samantha Harris, Team Leader,
Ashley Court

They taught us different ways to
communicate using body language,
voice and expressions. Then drawing
on our personal experiences we put
together a play about broken Britain
and the difficulties young people face
in a modern society. The play was
about a young man from Cambridge
who gave up university to live in
Exeter with his new girlfriend (a

nurse). But the move was
impulsive and not thought
through so the couple
came up against many
issues with housing,
employment and money
which in turn lead to stress
and domestic violence. 

Adam Stephens, Amberteer

We performed our play at 
the University and it went
surprisingly well despite
everybody's nerves. The final

performance was probably the best and
everyone did the group proud. It was
actually quite emotional when it came to
an end. The students complimented us
and were genuinely pleased and surprised
at what we had achieved. Overall it was a
very enjoyable experience. 

Sean Hills, Amberteer

Facelift for sports hall

The sports hall at Ashley Court was in
dire need of a facelift. So many
activities take place there, from sport
to drama to presentations, so we got a
team together and under the
guidance of Team Leader ‘Big Jeff’,
work began. At the end of a month
we’d painted all the walls, ceiling and
window frames, we’d sanded and re-
varnished the floor and put up new
basketball nets. It looks a different
hall and I’m sure it’s improved our
sporting skills - Martin and me have
already beaten Team Leaders Barry
and Karl 5-1 at ‘2-a-side volleyball’!!  

Sean Miles, Amberteer



Amber fundraising and visits 

Amber fundraising and visits

Amber at Art London

It was an amazing offer. Ralph Ward-
Jackson, founder and Director of Art
London, offered Amber a stand at
this remarkable art fair that takes
place in a massive marquee in the
grounds of Chelsea Hospital. An
event with over 60 exhibitors
attracting 15,000 or so visitors over
5 days – and Amber was a part of it!

Four artists, Michael Angove, Carlos
Ortiz-Patino, Luke Piper and Dione
Verulam provided wonderful
paintings, drawings and photographs
and generously donated 50% of the
sale proceeds of all works sold at the
fair. The event raised nearly
£15,000 which was just superb. 

A big thank you to Michael, Carlos,
Luke, Dione and Art London.

Millionaire re-visits

There was no mistaking the sound, the
secret millionaire Kevin Green, who
supported Amber in 2009, was roaring
up the lane to Ashley Court in his
Aston Martin DB9! 

MP visits new centre

Pete was an Amberteer at Ashley
Court and is now at Farm Place and
he was only too pleased to be able to
show Sir Paul Beresford MP all that
Farm Place has to offer and to
explain how Amber has helped him.

‘Amber is in the process of developing
an excellent unit at Ockley to assist
young people adjust to and live with
society. The facilities at the
establishment and the approach of
Amber are very impressive. Amber
deserves to have a very high success
rate in what is a very difficult but 
needy area.’ Sir Paul Beresford MP

Kevin was taking time out of his busy
work schedule – not to mention
training for the London Marathon – to
visit and bring some friends along with
him, including Adele Wilkins, the
mother of 13 year old Shannon who
attends the Little Bridge House
children’s hospice that Kevin also
supported in the programme. Both
Kevin and Adele are running the
London Marathon for Amber and they
are both hoping for a fast running
time, though maybe not quite as fast
as 26 miles in an Aston Martin!

Bringing supporters and Amberteers
together

Once again, the Jack Barclay Bentley
showroom in London was the superb
venue for Amber’s annual drinks party.
It is an occasion where guests are able
to meet and talk to Amberteers and
hear from them just how Amber works.
Three Amberteers, Shane, Dan and
Natasha, stood on stage to talk about
their life experiences and how Amber
is helping them, an emotional and
difficult thing to do but they were
determined to get their message
across and they each received a
resounding applause as they 
finished speaking. It was also 

Get paid to shop and
raise funds for Amber!
Gift To Charity is a new and unique
loyalty scheme. Its simplicity is its
strength, turning your normal
credit/debit card into the ultimate
loyalty card, and every shopping
trip into a fundraiser!

Simply visit www.gifttocharity.co.uk
and complete a quick and secure
registration which includes naming
Amber as your charity. You can now
shop online with over 2,000
retailers, service providers and
utility companies AND in a dozen
High Street chains. Every time you
make a purchase you will receive
cashback for yourself and generate 
a donation for Amber, at no
additional cost to you, the customer.

Participating in store partners
include Dorothy Perkins, Halfords
and CineWorld. All will give you
around 3% of spend in cashback
when you pay with a registered
card. You even get a free welcome
bonus of £2.50 when you register
and £2 for every friend you
introduce to the scheme.

‘See the Difference’ is a
new web site aimed at
stimulating a new
generation of givers that is
being launched this Spring.
Over 150 charities have
produced short 90 second
films showing their
particular need for funding,
so people can see exactly
where their money will go
and the difference it will
make. ‘See the Difference’
provided free training in
making films which greatly
helped Amber to make two
films for the web site, one
of which is a truly amazing
RAP written and performed
by an Amberteer, Sean
Hills. To see Amber’s films
and this ‘website with a
difference’ go to
www.seethedifference.org

great that Paul, an Amberteer who left
in 2005 and whose story is at the end
of this newsletter, and Kevin, the
Secret Millionaire who supported us 
in 2009, were able to come along. 

A big thank you to Jack Barclay, 
Finns of Chelsea and Louis Roederer 
for their generosity.



Amber days out

Amber days out
Experience and just having fun

We went to the new synthetic ice rink in
Barnstaple and although ice is better we
had great fun and I practised doing some
spins. It was cool (in more than one
sense!) as we were the only ones there
and they had disco lights and music.

Shaun Boyed, Amberteer

Within a month of moving into Farm
Place the Amberteers were getting
involved in the local community – the
Horsham pancake race. Conditions
weren’t the best. It was cold, the rain

and hail kept lashing down but the
great British spirit - and soggy
pancakes – prevailed. The Amberteers
were there to the end and just missed
being the winners, but won the ‘best
charity’ award, which was tremendous!

I enjoy taking part in a variety of
activities so I was excited to be one of
the team. But to then come second out
of 20 teams AND win the charity shield
really boosted my confidence in doing
things I have never done before.

Sean Hughes, Amberteer

On the way to’ Electric Mountain’
Dinorwig Power Station in Snowdonia
the scenery was amazing and the sheer
magnitude of the mountains was
incredible. Dinorwig is located deep
inside the mountain Elidir Fawr and it’s
amazing to see how and where the
power is produced and how the two
lakes above and below the mountain
play such a huge part in the production
of electricity within the plant. We
thoroughly enjoyed this experience and
would definitely recommend anyone that
wants to learn and enjoy such natural
beauty whilst doing so. 

Mel, Amberteer

Team Leader Sarah took us to see the
Science and Natural History Museums
in London, which was a great day out.
The science museum had a lot of
exhibits under re-construction but we
did get to see the inside of cars that
had been cut in half and old
household appliances such as cookers
and computer consoles but I was
disturbed to see roller blades, it made
me think I’m really getting old. Not
too old for a bit of a head banging
experience in a space rollercoaster
simulator though.

Now the natural history museum had
some very interesting exhibits -
dinosaurs, bugs, a vault with diamonds,
and lots more. In the exhibit called the
vault there was a collection of every
coloured diamond in the world that
took the museum over 25 years to
collect. The bug exhibit was weird but
wonderful. I found out that there is a
meat-eating centipede and millipede
which is quite disturbing. 

Sean Hughes, Amberteer

We nearly missed the start of the
rugby match because parking was so
difficult, and we had trouble finding
our seats, but we made it and the
match was brilliant, such a close run
game and although we were
disappointed that Bath lost by just
one point, the disappointment was
more than made up by meeting some

of the Bath team and the ITV
Highlights presenter, Craig Doyle. We
got some great pictures and
autographs and our adrenaline was
buzzing as we headed back. Brilliant.   

Simon, Maxine and Carrie, Amberteers



Amber successes 

Amber successes 
Galloping to success

I started at Amber in January 2009

after coming off heroin. I found it

hard at first, especially if I was having

a bad day, but being able to recognise

I was having a bad day and being able

to say to the staff how I felt was a

great breakthrough. After a while the

bad days got less and I was having

more good ones. My 30th birthday

was definitely a good one. It was the

cleanest birthday I had had for years

and I even had a chocolate cake

made for me, which was really nice.

As I worked my way through the
programme I was given extra
responsibilities such as looking 
after the kitchen, which made me
feel good about myself and helped
me see that I was moving forward 
in my recovery.

Amber helped me realise that, in
time, I wanted to get back to
working with horses so with their
help I joined a riding school and
went to a college taster day where 
I found an equine course I really
liked. I filled in the application, got
an interview and I got on the course.
I worked really hard to improve my
riding and save up 

Hi Sue,  

I was an Amber resident at Tottenham House in 1998. 

I have been given a fantastic opportunity to do a skydive for charity this

summer and would like to raise money for the Amber Foundation. It

would be nice to finally be able to give something back and to say thank

you for all the help and support I received during my time at Amber. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon

All the best

Bex

P.S. Not only is it my first time skydiving, it will also be my first time 

in a plane!! 

Achieving all my goals, and more

When I was 18 I lost my job, my
girlfriend and my accommodation all
on the same day. It was then that I
started drinking. I’d spend all day
getting drunk which eventually led
me into petty crime and I’d often
assault people. I spent many nights
in the cells before the magistrates
decided the only option left was to
send me to prison. On my third time
in prison I decided it had to stop.  

I heard about Amber at the prison
resettlement course. I felt very
nervous when I arrived but was soon
made to feel comfortable. Over the
coming months I took part in all the
Amber courses and did voluntary
work with a local Christmas tree
grower and the National Trust at
Stourhead. Amber was helping to
keep me away from alcohol and
whenever I went home I’d only order
a coke if at the pub with my dad. 

After about 6 months in February
2006, Amber helped me find
accommodation in Barnstaple. I
didn’t want to go back to Cornwall as
I knew I’d probably end up in the
same situation as before. I moved
into a houseshare and spent the next

for the kit I needed for the course
and when I achieved ‘resident of 
the month’ Amber helped me 
reach my target.

I am now a year clean and nearly a
year through a two year equine course.
I have my own flat and am really
enjoying my drug free life and all that
Amber has helped me achieve. 

Carol, Amber success

month looking for work, eventually
finding a job as a kitchen assistant
at Pizza Hut in Barnstaple. I then
met my girlfriend and moved to
Bideford with her. 

Whilst at Amber I set myself a list of
goals and I’ve achieved all those
goals and more. I am now Assistant

Going from strength to strength

I was a mess! I used to smoke an
ounce of pot every day and use a crazy
amount of ecstasy every weekend. I
looked at myself in the mirror one day
and knew it had to stop, but I also
knew that I couldn’t do it on my own.
That's where Amber stepped in.

Moving into Tottenham House in
2005 gave me self-worth, the feeling
that I belonged to something. It put
structure into my life with morning
meetings and planned activities, it
gave me the tools to go and face the
world, teaching me to cook, to do my
laundry, the basic building blocks of a
successful life in the real world.

Recently I was lucky enough to be
invited to Amber’s annual drinks party
where I could share my experiences
with some fantastic young people who
have already made the biggest leap to
their own self-recovery. The second
you walk through that door, that is the
hardest part over, the rest is plain
sailing all disguised as good fun and
companionship!

I now work in the country’s largest,
privately owned 4* hotel and enjoy it
a lot, but at the drinks party I
mentioned that I thought my skills lay

in sales and within a week I was
offered a job in the sales team of
Astellas, one of the top 20 global
pharmaceutical companies! Yes, my
life is on the way up and I am going
from strength to strength. I can
honestly say, with hand on heart, that
it would definitely not be possible
without Amber!

Thank you Amber for showing me how
good a clean life can be! 

Paul D, Amber success, at the party

Manager at Dominos Pizza in
Barnstaple, rent a lovely cottage with
my girlfriend and our baby girl and
have a decent car and a decent
income. Without Amber and all their
help I would not be where I am now.
Thank you Amber. 

Paul C, Amber success


