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Amberlympics at Farm Place

Finally the day was here 
for Amber’s big event - the
Amberlympics - and what an exciting
two days it was! It seemed every
event had its hilarious moment, from
welly throwing, to fishing to the
assault course. There were a lot of
laughs and fun mixed in with a

Amberlympics

It doesn’t seem like six months ago
that we were opening Farm Place
and taking in our first Amberteers.
As usual a lot has happened in 
that time as you will see in the
following pages.

Wherever possible Amber has
always adopted the policy of “DIO”,
do it ourselves, as we believe that
the end result is far more satisfying
- including digging out the silt trap
under one of the lakes (which I had
not realised came into the Chief
Executive’s job description!). The
fishing competition held at Farm
Place was carried out with home
made fishing rods; the fantastic
assault course used in the
Amberlympics was created by the
staff and Amberteers at Farm Place.

Amberteers even learnt how to
make their own cameras at
Bythesea Lodge, and at Ashley
Court they have been successfully
growing their own food.

It is always good to hear from
Amberteers who have moved on and
are doing well and it’s very gratifying
when someone who has never been
to or seen Amber tells us how
someone they love has benefitted
through the Amber experience. 
As usual, some of the letters are 
at the back of the Get Set!

I would like to pay tribute to one
Amberteer who successfully moved
on from Amber some years ago and
who wrote an editorial for us in
2008, Kim Bond, who has sadly
died. He was an inspiration to
everyone who came across him and
he never gave up fighting the
setbacks he had which resulted in
him losing both legs. His funeral was
attended by so many people that the
overspill went way outside the
chapel. Kim was a true Amberteer
and will always be loved and
remembered by those who had the
privilege of knowing him.

Charles Drew, Chief Executive

healthy competitive spirit – starting
with the boat race...

Farm Place spent many hours
designing and developing a boat that
resembled a submarine more than a
floating vessel and it performed
similarly until modifications were
made. This included a cwt of
concrete as ballast and
approximately 10 feet of drainpipe
sealed at each end to act as floats,

so by the time of the race it no
longer resembled a submarine but
more of a toboggan used on the
winter Olympic luge! Still, it won so
we didn’t mind what it looked like!

Then the fishing. Well, so many fish
were caught that the Chief Executive
was tempted to make the decision to
make it harder by removing all hooks
from the line!

The assault course was something
else. We’d built log walls, mud
covered tunnels, balancing beams,
tyre walls, a rope swing – all
challenging stuff. The farmer next
door gave us scaffolding poles to
make the rope swing and then used
his water bowser to fill the pit with
some of the silt he’d dug from the
bottom of our lake, and then topped
it up with water creating a horrid
sludgy mess. I think everyone fell 
into that – we all had to be hosed
down before going indoors! 

It was great to have the chance to
meet each other and we don’t
begrudge Ashley Court being the
overall winning team, not at all,
because next time...

Pete Abbot, part time Assistant
Team Leader

“Thank you to all the staff and
Amberteers for making the first
‘Amberlympics’ such a success! It was
great to see all three centres together,
competing well in the events, working
well as teams, supporting each other, and
getting on so well. And the successful
bid for the next games is from…?” 

Ian Chattington, Centre Manager,
Farm Place

Amber moving forward
Amber has developed a training

arm, Amber Practical Training, 

that encompasses a lot of what

Amber has been doing for 

many years and which is 

recognised by several Supporting

People authorities as good practice.

Within Practical Training we teach

other organisations to deliver

Amber’s accredited modular units

to their client groups. Practical

Housing Units were our first

training modules which are now

used by local authorities, prisons

and charities across the country.

Further building on Amber’s

experience and success, new

modules that raise awareness of 

the dangers of drugs and alcohol

are being developed with the help

of a grant from Comic Relief.

Accredited by AQA the modules 

are being piloted in the south west.

For more information contact 

Arran O’Rourke on 07825 410570

or arran.o'rourke@amberweb.org. 



Amber projects

Amber projects

Amber Rocks – feather variety!

One fine day in June a group of
Amberteers and our very own chicken
expert, Jo Watson, went to
Hatherleigh Market to buy chickens 
at auction for Ashley Court. There
were lots of really cute chicks and
ducklings for sale and we had to sit
on our hands not to bid for them. 
Jo picked out several lots of suitable
varieties, including the very beautiful
Amber Rocks, which we just had to
have! After a long wait and some
lively bidding we brought our chickens
to their new home and judging by the
number of eggs we get they are
clearly very happy at Amber. We have
even had 2 chicks hatch, bringing our

Hia All

Amberteers have just finished another
project. They did some absolutely
brilliant work in the orphanage in
Kiostendil, Western Bulgaria.

They painted scenes out of the Jungle
Book, the Little Mermaid, dolphins,
underwater sea scenes, forest scenes,
beaches...the lot!!!

A big thank you to all at Amber and
good luck for the future !! 

The Bhagavat Bulgaria Team

The world through a pin hole

Amber’s Bythesea Lodge successfully
bid for the Participatory Arts
Workshop Scheme in Wiltshire
(PAWS) and were awarded a Pinhole
Photography workshop with local
artist Bethan Sheff. In the first
session Bethan introduced us to the
fascinating art of Pinhole Photography
and made our team room into a giant
camera, blacking out all the light,
save for a pinhole in the window;
when we looked through this the
outside buildings loomed large and
appeared upside down...

We then set to making our own
pinhole cameras out of cardboard
tubes, tins and cardboard. Our
second session involved taking our

photos. The Amberteers set about
this with great enthusiasm and a
sense of fun. And then came the
moment of truth, developing our
photos…The team room was 
blacked out, solutions slopped in
trays, a red light softly glowed.
Ghostly, negative images of faces,
buildings and trees emerged.  

Our final session involved mounting
the photos, which now form a
permanent display at Bythesea
Lodge. The workshop was a great
opportunity for Amberteers to
experience practical learning, to work
collaboratively and engage creatively.  

Jacqui Betts, Team Leader

A Fishy tale

We knew there were lots of fish in the
lakes at Farm Place as we had seen all
the ripples they made as they came up
to catch the flies skimming the water.
So we were set a challenge – there was
to be a fishing competition with prizes
for the first, second and third caught
fish. Fishing rods had to be made by

total to 11, thanks to the ongoing
care by Andy Parr and Ian Nicholls. 

And it’s not only ‘home reared eggs’
making their way to the Amber dinner
table. A bumper crop of home grown
runner beans, courgettes, pumpkins,
peas, parsnips and onions have
delighted the palette. In fact there
were so many courgettes and marrows
that some were given to the local
café and a lot more made into lovely
marrow and ginger jam. 

Ros Bolt, Team Leader

A big thank you to the 'Scarecrow Team'

I am writing to thank you for the brilliant
effort you made on our behalf in
providing 10 Scarecrows for the
Chawleigh Scarecrow Competition.
Thanks to you 10 local residents who
were unable to make their own were
able to join in this community event.
Some of them were amazing and caused
much comment – I'm sure you have
heard that ‘Mr Tod the Fox' won first
prize! Mrs Mathews, the winner,
immediately donated her prize to Amber.
Also, 'The Fisherman' was awarded a
Highly Commended Certificate, so you
can all feel justifiably proud of
yourselves! It is great that Amber is able
to participate in our community in this
way and it is much appreciated.  

Glenis Bibby, Chawleigh 

hand but we couldn’t make them
until the morning of the
competition, although we could
design them beforehand, and there
was to be a prize for best made rod
judged by Chas. It was a close
competition and everybody enjoyed 
it (except the fish).

I won 1st caught fish and also best
rod which I made out of timber and
cardboard. I was hailed as a god and
people knelt as I walked past. People
now hail me as god Gyles but I am a
modest person and like to be known
as just king!  

Gyles, Amberteer



Amber fundraising and visits 

High Sherriff visits

Amber was delighted to welcome the
High Sherriff of Wiltshire, Dame
Elizabeth Neville, to Bythesea Lodge
recently. Dame Elizabeth was a
member of Amber’s Advisory
Committee for a number of years 
and first visited Bythesea Lodge
when it opened in 2003. 

From sponsored running to cycling to
sky-diving!

We were delighted to have 3 runners
in the London marathon - Kevin Green,
Amber’s Secret Millionaire in 2009,
Adele Wilkins, the mother of
Shannon who also featured in the
Secret Millionaire programme, and
Amber supporter Finn Russell-Cobb
who managed to fit training
inbetween finishing his dissertation.
Between them they raised over
£9,000 which is amazing. 

“When Fundraising Director Sue from
Amber asked me to run the marathon I
immediately said yes coz I love life’s
challenges even though I had never run
even a half marathon before. I would
like to thank Sue and Amber for this
amazing experience and the adrenaline
rush on the day was outstanding. I would
recommend anyone to run a marathon

and raise money for charity if possible,
this was my first and despite a knee
injury will certainly not be my last.”

Kevin Green

We also had runners in the ASICS
British 10K London Run and BUPA
London 10K, including Amberteer Dan
Porter. If anyone would like to run
these 10Ks in 2011 please contact
sue.condie@amberweb.org

Ride2Raise involved a 6 strong team
of amateur cyclists riding a 600 mile
route from Box Hill in Surrey to
Arthur’s Seat in Edinburgh in just 6
days as part of a campaign to
promote cycling as a healthy and
environmentally sound way to
fundraise. Amber was delighted to be
one of the beneficiary charities and

to see Amber’s nominated fundraiser,
Paige Allen, receive a British Cycling
Charity Hero Award in recognition of
money she has raised for Amber. 

“I decided to help support Amber on
Ride2Raise because so often on these
national campaigns the smaller charities
get overlooked. Amber is a perfect
example of why smaller charities are so
important to this country. It provides a
place for teenagers, who haven't had a
worthwhile second chance in life, to go
to for support. I couldn’t pretend to truly
know what the young people have been
through but I could help raise some
money and awareness for this profoundly
great charity by getting on a bike.” 

George Young, Managing Director, Raise

Get Paid to Shop and
Earn Money for Amber
You can now earn free
cashback for yourself and
money for Amber every time
you shop online at over 
2,000 sites and in some 
High Street stores by using 
the Gift to Charity website
www.gifttocharity.co.uk.
Register with them (selecting
Amber as your chosen charity)
then when you shop online 
via their website, or instore
using a registered card, 50%
cashback goes to you and
50% to Amber. 

To register, simply go to: -
http://www.gifttocashback.co.uk/
r/593191 and follow the
simple procedure; or, if you 
do not have access to the
internet, simply call Gift To
Charity, free, on 0800 085
3399 and register over the
telephone.

be one of three beneficiary charities
to benefit from over £31,000 raised

by staff in the lead up to 
the big day. 

“As soon as we heard about
the life changing work that you do

with young people it was easy to
motivate our employees to support you!
Along with those jumping out of planes
were many people across the country
who also contributed to the Amber
cause by wearing fancy dress to work,
packing shopping in Supermarkets,
running 10ks  and much much more! It
was a real privilege and a pleasure to
be able to support Amber this year and
Vodafone wish you every success in 
the future as you continue to change
young lives for the better!”

Tim Gilbert, Store Manager Barnstaple

A big thank you to everyone and to
the Vodafone Foundation which is
match funding the money raised.

Amber fundraising and visits

Register with
www.recycle4charity.co.uk
and recycle your mobiles,
inkjets, laser or toner

cartridges and raise £££'s 
for Amber.

Then there was Bex 
who was at Amber in 1998 and chose
to raise money for Amber by doing a
Sponsored sky dive. 

“Amazing day!! Can’t wait to go again!
Think my head is still in the clouds!”

Bex, Amber success

Sky diving was also the focus of staff
in over 100 Vodafone stores who took
part in the '9th Annual Vodafone
Parachute Jump' at Netheravon, the
home of the Red Devils parachute
regiment team. Amber was thrilled to



Amber community and visits

Amber community and visits

Astride the Meridian Line

As part of our map reading course, our
team leader Steve took us to the Royal
Observatory at Greenwich to see the
Prime Meridian. Steve said something
about time and space, and I began
thinking about Dr Who and Star Trek.

At the observatory we were looking at
lots of telescopes and other ancient

Bringing Poltimore House back to life

Amber has been helping with the 
vast restoration project at Poltimore
House, one of the great historic
estates in Devon that was first
mentioned in the Domesday Survey 
of 1086. Since 1975 it has been
increasingly neglected and vandalised
but in 2004 a charity was formed 
and a grant from English Heritage is
helping to bring this Grade II* 
listed building back to life. 

Amberteers at Ashley Court have been
helping to landscape the grounds by
building paths and clearing shrubbery
and their involvement is likely to
extend to helping other volunteers
with renovation work within the house
and by helping with catering, car
parking and ticket collection at the
many Poltimore events. 

Samantha James, Team Leader

Stourhead (to be) revisited  

Amberteers from Bythesea Lodge
spent 3 days at the National Trust’s
Stourhead House working in one of
the world's finest 18th century
landscaped gardens. The team were
set to work on a number of projects
during their stay, including clearance
work and cutting back banks of laurel
to improve the appearance of the
garden. Penny Snowden, Assistant
Head Gardener at Stourhead said

“with just five full-time gardeners and
such a vast estate, volunteers like the
team of Amberteers are very important
to us in helping to maintain this
beautiful landscape for everyone to
enjoy. We are already planning further
projects with Amber and hope to
welcome them back very soon". 

The project proved to be a very fruitful
trip for one Amberteer. Having already

From Butlins...

This summer Ashley Court arranged a
trip to Butlins at Minehead for the
whole house. Butlins have recently
spent £7m refurbishing the swimming
pool and several Amberteers and a
few staff were keen to try it out. A
great day was had by all especially
those who went on the fair ground
rides – repeatedly!! 

...to Alton Towers

My first ride was Rita the Queen of
Speed, a rollercoaster which is by far
the fastest ride I have been on.
Fortunately my stomach was quite
settled by lunchtime - which was nice
apart from all the geese trying to
steal my sandwiches but I eventually
gave in to them because they were
only little chicks and they were really
tame and let you stroke them. 

The other major ride was Oblivion, a
really high vertical drop which goes
down into a black hole in the ground
that was really cool. It was over in a
few seconds but I couldn’t get enough
of it. As there was hardly any queue I
went on it 6 times which left me with
a thumping headache but this didn’t
stop me sleeping most of the way back
to Farm Place! It was a great day,
thank you Amber, I really enjoyed it.

Michael, Amberteer

Experiencing life in the fast lane 

When we arrived at Mercedes World
the first thing we saw were cars going
around the race track on one side and
people driving off-road on the other. 
It looked like a lot of fun. 

Mercedes World was big. There were
cars everywhere, even on the upper
floors. We sat in lots of cars, saw the
simulator that explained how
Mercedes cars are constructed and
watched a film about the history of
Mercedes Benz. We also saw Lewis

bits of kit when Steve suddenly
pointed to a metal line on the ground
and said “There’s the Prime
Meridian!” Steve explained that this is
0° longitude, the dividing line between
east and west, the start and end of the
world time zones and the big line that
runs through the UK on globes and
world maps. I think this was the time
and space thing Steve was on about!

It was a really good day. I really
enjoyed looking at how maps are
formed from Latitude and Longitude
and the fact that this was all done
hundreds of years ago did impress me
– even if I didn’t get to see Dr Who! 

Chris Gouldsbrough, Amberteer

volunteered with the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers through Amber
during the past year, Darren, or Fino as
we know him, was offered a long-term
live-in work placement at Stourhead.
Well done to the team and we all wish
Fino well for the future. You can read
more about Fino's story towards the
back of this Get Set!  

David Pick, Team Leader

Hamilton’s F1 car –
but that was ‘look
only, don’t touch!’ 

The highlight was
a ride in a Mercedes that Team
Leader James had arranged for us.
The driver of the car was a
professional with over 12 years
experience and it was amazing to
travel so fast around corners and
break so sharply. The ride back to
Amber was far more sedate! 

Martin Miller, Amberteer        
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Definitely an upward spiral

Amber is a wonderful place; it showed
me how to be a person again and how
to get out of the downward spiral I
was sinking deeper and deeper into.

Amber certainly changed my life for
the better. Since leaving Amber in
2000 I have had my ups and downs
(what person hasn’t). I have had many
jobs, from office work to factory work,
but found my niche in life through
photography and since then I have
been the happiest I have been in
years. Without the guidance and
support which I got from Amber I
wouldn't have had the courage and get
up and go to do this. I would like to
say a very big thank you to AMBER,
you certainly transformed my life. 

Paul, Amber success

Working for the National Trust

Before I moved to Amber my life was
a total mess. I’d lost my job and my
home and ended up being on the
streets for 8 months, which was really
grim. Amber has given me new
opportunities, stability to find myself
and fulfil my dream and desire to
work in conservation.

Amber introduced me to BTCV and
I’ve been told I’m the 2010 western
region’s winner in the BTCV’s Green
Heroes Awards Volunteer of the year
category, which is amazing and makes

Thank you for not giving up on me

Life before I went to Amber was very
up and down. I would have good days
and bad days, always doing petty
crime like shop lifting and theft just to
make money to get drugs. It was a
very poor and dull way of life.

I went to Amber’s Ashley Court in
May 2009. I had nothing with me but
the clothes on my back. The first few
months were hard for me because I
always looked back at my old life 
and sort of missed it but after a 
few weeks I started doing the
activities such as the kick boxing
championships, the dragon boat race,
voluntary work in Bulgaria and not to
forget the making of Farm Place.
While at Farm Place I started looking
at my options and realised I really
wanted to work with kids so I began a
search for jobs and would you believe
it, I found one for an apprentice
instructor for an outdoor activity
organisation called Kingswood.

I left Amber in May 2010 and started
my induction at Kingswood. After my
induction I was sent to my centre in
Staffordshire where I am today and I
can’t explain how good life is, it’s like
I’ve been given a second chance. 

Amber has done a lot for me and I
would like to think that I have left
my mark on Amber. I would like to
thank everyone there for not giving
up on me. 

Sean, Amber success.

Commendation
“We are incredibly passionate
in Housing Advice about the
work that Amber does with
young people to turn their lives
around. They are often
youngsters with a history of
drug or alcohol abuse,
offending behaviour as well as
those who have just lost their
way a bit and need to get back
on track. Two young people
who had hit rock bottom before
we referred them to Amber
were on the front cover of the
last Get Set! Since being at
Amber they are both
unrecognisable as the young
men who came into the Council
as a result of being homeless,
they now have a sense of
purpose and worth and feel
that they matter. Amber 
is a brilliant project.”

Isabel Blake, Housing Advice
Team Leader, West Devon
Borough Council 

me feel so good. There’s even the
chance I could be the overall national
winner. How cool is that!

I’m doing something now that I never
thought possible. I have my own
home again and a job at Stourhead
House and Gardens that I really love.
And now I can do something for
Amber as I’ll be helping to organise
volunteer projects for Amberteers 
at Stourhead. 

Darren, Amber success

facebook New Message

To:

Subject:

Message: I’ve never been to Amber but my partner Jamie used to be there and Amber has done a hell of a lot for him. He's changed his ways and come so far and it’s just so good to see him where he is right now in life. When asked where he would be if he hadn't gone to Amber his immediate response is prison but now he has a full time job plus we have our own flat and we’re engaged.  
It’s amazing what one organisation can do for a single human being by giving them that second chance. Amber deserves a huge recognition for the things you guys do, well done.  

Kerrie

Amber

Jamie

Attach:
Send Cancel




