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Amber news

 Amber has always been very lucky and 
had fantastic support from individuals, 
celebrities, trusts and companies. The 
last six months has been no exception, 
as you will see as you read this Get Set! 

Charities, now more than ever, rely on 
supporters to help fi nancially, with gifts 
in kind, or to raise awareness about the 
charity. The ’A Suit To Success’ 
campaign through the support of ‘A 
Suit That Fits’ has been very successful 
in raising public awareness about 
Amber as well as helping Amberteers 
in a real way. The Taylor Wimpey 
charity partnership will also help to 

raise Amber’s profi le, particularly when 
we join the charities in the partnership 
for the fi rst national Sleep Out. 

Marco Pierre White, a long standing 
Amber supporter whose visit you can 
read about in the newsletter, has also 
helped give Amberteers a real chance 
of a future as well as being a very 
positive infl uence on many. 

We are continuing to explore ways 
we can source new income streams 
and we have recently completed 
a social impact report with a view 
to proving our worth and tapping 

into social impact bonds and 
payment by results schemes. 
The report shows that for every 
£1 spent with Amber there is a 
saving of £7 to communities in 
terms of crime, prison and police 
costs. We have also developed 
an App, The Amber Homeless 
Helper, which will feature in our 
next newsletter. 

I hope you enjoy this latest Get Set! 
and reading how much difference 
Amber makes to so many people.

Charles Drew, Chief Executive

Amber successes

 I would like to support Amber and enclose a donation of £ .....................................................................

Name

Address 

 GIFT AID DECLARATION
By signing this declaration Amber will receive Gift Aid at a rate of 25% ie. for every £1 donation Amber will 
receive an extra 25p. We can claim this relief provided you pay at least as much UK Income Tax for the year of 
donation as Amber, and any other charities you donate to, will reclaim on those donations. If you are a higher 
rate taxpayer you can personally benefi t by claiming further tax relief in your Self-Assessment tax return.

Please treat all donations I make from the date of this
declaration, until I notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.
I confi rm I am an UK taxpayer.

Signature

Name in full

Date 

 I would like to make a regular donation, please send a standing order form.
Please send donations to Amber, Shurnhold Trading Estate, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8DE

Please advise Amber if you change your name or address.
You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying Amber.

Data Protection requires us to advise you that we retain details of all our supporters on our database. Only necessary 
information is kept to allow us to communicate effectively with you and at no time do we sell or exchange your details with 
other organisations. If you do not wish us to keep your details do please let us know by emailing sue.condie@amberweb.org

“ …for every £1 spent with 
Amber there is a saving 
of £7 to communities 
in terms of crime, prison 
and police costs.”

On course to be a painter and decorator

Kevin was a carer at just 13 which he 
found hard to cope with and turned to 
drugs to help him cope. He ended up 
in prison and was on Probation when 
he came to Amber. He hadn’t had 
much structure in his life and this was 
something he really wanted to tackle. 
With help from his Team Leaders he 
concentrated on gaining qualifi cations 
and achieved all Amber had to offer, 
he helped a local Christmas tree grower 
in the lead up to Christmas, and he 
attended Petroc College in Barnstaple 
to do a painting and decorating course 
which he passed with distinction. 
Kevin is now living Tiverton and 
studying the next stage of the painting 
and decorating course. 

Kevin, an Amber success

Working towards being a teacher

Becky was homeless with money 
and debt problems but with Amber’s 
help she has learnt how to manage 
her fi nances and found her vocation. 
Becky may have played Cinderella’s 
wicked stepmother with relish in 
Ashley Court’s Christmas pantomime 
but she is brilliant with children and 
after gaining work experience with 
disabled children in Barnstaple which 
she really enjoyed, she continued 
with the work experience when she 
left Amber and is waiting to start a 
Teaching Assistant Course.

Becky, an Amber success

I count myself a success because of Amber

I had a massive drink problem for a long time. All my friends and me did was to 
drink and take drugs. I did give up drugs, but not the drinking and so my Dad 
kicked me out and I ended up living in a tent for 2 months.

I found Amber daunting at fi rst but before long I was making friends and getting 
into the programme. Amber showed me the value of a routine and getting up in 
the morning, and how to manage my money. The PHUs were brilliant for teaching 
me all the basic things you need to know when you’ve a place of your own.

Unfortunately the job I left to came to an end. I am working hard to fi nd another 
job as I don’t like sitting around doing nothing. I’m on the government’s work 
programme but it’s tough and competitive out there and although I’m not in work 
at the moment I count myself a success because of what Amber did for me. I 
realise I didn’t fully appreciate it all at the time but I do now, I wouldn’t have 
got anywhere if it wasn’t for 

Amber. Simon, Amber success



Amber going national

2012 charity

The Taylor Wimpey partnership brings 
together 6 charities working with 
the homeless – Amber, Centrepoint, 
Keyhouse, Llamau, St Basils and the 
Rock Trust – and together we cover 
England, Scotland and Wales. The 
Exeter, Bristol and Leatherhead offi ces 
of Taylor Wimpey are each close to one 
of Amber’s centres and ideas are fl owing 
as to how they will support Amber during 
the next year, including fundraising, 
work experience and volunteering. 

The big event of the year will be a 
co-ordinated national Sleep Out in 
November when each charity will 
organise a Sleep Out that will be close 
to their base and also Taylor Wimpey 
offi ces. It’s funny how when this is 
mentioned people suddenly decide 
they might be away at that time – 
sorry folks, all leave cancelled that day! 

Amber gets national!

What a great start to 2012. Amber was to be involved in a national campaign 
with an innovative online tailoring company, A Suit That Fits, and we were also 
joining 4 other charities as part of a partnership set up with Centrepoint and 
one of the largest homebuilders in the UK, Taylor Wimpey. 

‘A Suit That Fits’

From March 5th for 7 weeks the nation 
was being invited to donate unwanted 
suits to the ‘Suit to Success’ campaign 
that would then be gifted to Amber 
and two other charities working with 
the homeless, Broadway and Emmaus. 
The donators received a £50 tailoring 
voucher from A Suit That Fits and 
Amber received suits that Amberteers 
could wear to interviews. 

Eddie Jordan, who has supported 
Amber for many years, together with 

Jake Humphrey and David Coulthard 
found time in their busy schedule to 
help launch the campaign – it was 
a dream come true for avid F1 fan 
Jared Thompson, the Amberteer 
who helped with the launch!

Within days the fi rst suits were being 
donated at various pre-arranged drop 
off points around the UK, including 
Amber centres. The media really took 
to the story and Amber supporters
were brilliant with donating suits and 

helping to spread the message, 
and thanks to Amber supporter 
Gavin Kelly, Celtic Football Club 
wanted to support the initiative 
too and donated 24 suits! 



A trip to the home of cricket

In the Move On team we try to choose day trips that someone in the team has 
a particular interest in and for both me and Chris it’s cricket, so what better 
than a trip to the home of cricket, Lord’s. 

It was an amazing place to visit. We were shown around the museum and taken 
into the Home Team dressing room. I sat in Monty Panesar’s seat which was 
funny. We were told how the Ashes came about and the infl uence it had to the 
sport, and that until 1998 women were not allowed to become MCC members 
let alone be able to go in the pavilion. We saw lots of cricket memorabilia and 
how it has changed through the ages. It was fi rst played by children in the 
early 18th century and took some 50 years before it became a sport played by 
gentleman and the aristocracy. Now it’s played all over the world and enjoyed 
by millions – including me and Chris!

Tom Stock, Amberteer

Move On team are going places

As we all know, moving through the 
teams at Amber can be a time of 
self-discovery for all of us. Here in 

the Move On team everyone is thriving 
with theories, ideas and coping 
strategies for the adventure that 
lies ahead of them after Amber. 

Once a group of belligerent, 
blundering bums whose only bounty 
was a fortnightly giro, the Move 
On team now stand as confi dent, 
courageous individuals exuding a 
warm glow and a tenacious attitude 
toward achieving their dreams and 
desires. We often fi nd ourselves 
reverting back to our previous days 
in Amber. Such sayings as ‘Improvise, 
adapt and overcome’ run through 

our heads when we are faced with 
adversity, a saying coined by Action 
Man Colin ‘tickety boo’ Haggar, the 
Induction team leader. On a sadder 
day, there’s nothing like the memory 
of funny man Kevin Ellis’ (team 2) 
rendition of sweet transvestite to 
put a grin on your chops. And now 
we have reached the gargantuan 
milestone of team 3 and are nearing 
the end of our time at Amber, there 
is nothing like words of wisdom from 
our Kung-Fu ninja team leader Barry 
to make sure we don’t fall short! 

Ashley Court, Move On team

Amber activities

Building an assault course

This summer the Amberlympics 
comes to Ashley Court and we have 
been building an assault course that 
will really test everyone’s fi tness and 
strength. Our fi tness should be ace 
after digging large holes and building 
the different structures so watch 
out everyone! The obstacles include 
hurdles, monkey bars, net crawl and 
a tube, all made from a mixture of 
wood, tyres and other materials, some 
of which has come from salvage yards.

As well as the Amberlympics, the 
assault course will be used regularly 
as part of the activities at Ashley 
Court, which will be great.

with theories, ideas and coping 
strategies for the adventure that 

Once a group of belligerent, 
blundering bums whose only bounty 
was a fortnightly giro, the Move 
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toward achieving their dreams and 



Amber joins ‘Operation Condor’

In my spare time I’m a Special 
Constable with Avon and Somerset 
Police, and Natz is an Amberteer 
whose goal is to join the police so 
when we were invited to take part 
in an Operation with the Metropolitan 
Police there was only one answer. 

We started at Hendon Police College 
where we were briefed and fi tted with 
a set of body armour. Then it was the 
Met regional HQ to see the control 
room which was a hive of activity. 
‘Operation Condor’ was a co-ordinated 
48 hour operation across London to 
combat those who fl out licensing rules 
including shops, pubs, unlicensed 
mini cabs and others. We made our 
way to Lambeth Comms Centre and

met our escort for the evening, a 
group of Specials from Lewisham. 
At the police station we were given 
radios before getting into the back 
of a police van – the patrol was 
about to begin. 

Before long reports of a couple 
of guys syphoning petrol from a 
Mercedes SLK were coming through. 
On went the blue lights and sirens as 
we raced to get there. I looked over 
to Natz who had the biggest smile 
on her face. I never get tired of 
blue light runs. We did detain some 
people close to the scene but on this 
occasion the real offenders got away. 
The Operation though was a great 
success for the police and an amazing 
experience for us. A big thank you to 
Superintendent Richard Woolford for 
arranging the visit. 

Steve Upton, Assistant Manager, 
Bythesea Lodge

“My shift as a special constable 
was over but my ‘dream and desire’ 
seems to be getting close and 
I’m so excited.” 

Natz, Amberteer 

Amber opportunities

A life changing experience

Amber is about team work and 
working together and this includes 
the value gained from working with 
other charities and organisations. 
This year Amber has teamed up with 
Raleigh International and in June 
Danny, Dwayne, Stuart and Peter 
will spend 10 weeks with Raleigh in 
Costa Rica and Borneo which will be 
a life changing experience for them. 
Part of the Raleigh experience is to 
raise money towards the cost of their 
fl ights, inoculations and personal kit 

and they were thrilled when Marco 
Pierre White signed a book for them 
to auction to help them on their way. 

“I’ve been helped a lot for the last 
few months and it will be good to 
offer some of that to people who 
need it. I’ll be helping to build 
schools in the jungle and things 
like that where it’s diffi cult for 
them to do it themselves. I hope 
I can help make a difference.” 

Dwayne, Amberteer 

A life changing experience



Amber visits

Marco Pierre White and Amber’s bake-off

Cooking is part of the Amber 
programme but there were a few 
nerves about making a dish when 
Marco Pierre White visited Farm Place 
recently. Marco fi rst visited Amber 
in 2008 when he went to Bythesea 
Lodge. This time he was asked to 
judge a bread and butter pudding 
‘bake-off’ competition and 7 nervous 
Amberteers waited anxiously as he 

took his time to taste and comment 
on each pudding before announcing
“you’re all winners but sadly I can 
only choose one”, and Toby Hayden 
was the one who emerged victorious. 
Marco also spent a lot of time 
going around the centre talking 
to every Amberteer about their 
aspirations and where possible 
offering valuable help. He signed 
a special signature in one of his 
books for the Raleigh Team to 
auction to help them with their 
fundraising, and when Toby Field 
spoke of his love of cooking and 
desire to be a chef Marco introduced 
him to one of his restaurants where 
there was a vacancy and Toby started 
work there in March! 

Helping at the Rona Sailing Project

The Rona Sailing project needed help 
with preparing their yachts for the 
summer season. We started with deep 
cleaning the very yacht (Rona II) we 
were going to sleep on for the next two 
nights. Being January it was a cold 
night so at 6.30 the next morning we 
cooked a good breakfast to prepare for 
the day. Natz began by fi nely sanding 
and varnishing an important cabin door 
for one of the main yachts and the rest 
of us recovered an anchor from Rona II
and another yacht, and transported 
them up hill to the hangar! Then 
we went down to the docks to help 
guide the Donald Searle back into 

the water for its launch and then sailed 
alongside in a small fi shing boat, it 
was a great spectacle.

On our last day it was more sanding 
plus hanging a long anchor chain on 
some scaffolding for repainting, which 
was very heavy and awkward and took 
a group effort to get it just right. The 
fl eet offi cer Peter was impressed with 
our hard work and invited us to apply 
for the Rona sailing projects in the 
summer.

Adam Gray, Natz Burton, Dean Reed, 
Kerry Bunce and Claire Thomas, 
Amberteers

took his time to taste and comment 
on each pudding before announcing

only choose one”, and Toby Hayden 
was the one who emerged victorious. 

“Amber is a sensational charity in the sense that it builds people up in 
motivation and self-esteem and prepares them for the outside world. It’s 
great to spend time with these young men and women. It’s such a special 
place fi lled with special people and it’s a privilege for me to be here.” 
Marco Pierre White



Amber fundraising

Winchester University 
Variety Evening Extravaganza

We chose to do our event for Amber 
as we felt it was a fantastic charity that 
offered a vital service to young people, 
most of which are similar ages to us! 

It was a real pleasure working with 
Amber. They gave us a fantastic 
opportunity to put our knowledge 
into practice and we thoroughly 
enjoyed the 6 months we spent 
planning the event. The event itself 
was a huge success and we were 
extremely grateful for all the help 
and support that we received from 
Amber, local companies including 

the Holiday Inn Winchester, and the 
guests who attended on the evening. 

Meeting Tom and Danny, the 
Amberteers who represented the charity 
on the evening, was an absolute pleasure 
for all. They are two fantastic guys who 
have turned their lives around thanks to 
Amber and we hope the money raised for 
the event can help Amber continue all 
the hard work they are doing.

Amy Leitch, Aly Menzies, Bethany Tull,
Kate Lancaster and James Fox, 
Winchester University Events 
Management students 

Amber drinks party

It was that time again, the Amber 
drinks party, and this year a special 
Amber memento had been made by 
the Amberteers for each guest – a 
small tin enclosing a special Amber 
traffi c light candle to emphasise that 
Amber is helping young people on 
their path fromstop to go. 

As the tins were handed out to the 
200 guests the Amberteers were 
feeling slightly nervous knowing 
they would shortly be standing up 
and talking to everyone but they 
did brilliantly and moved us all 
with their inspiring words.

Once again we are indebted to 
Jack Barclay for their generosity in 
letting us use their amazing Bentley 
show room and to Finns of Chelsea 
for their sumptuous canapés and 
Maisons Marques et Domaines for 
the champagne. 

And a huge thank you 
to everyone who helped 
us raise an incredible 

£35,000!

fundraising

Amberteers who talked about 
how Amber is helping transform 
their lives, and Amber’s Chairman 
talking to guest Iain Duncan Smith.



Footballers in the making

Seven of us took part in a 5-a-side tournament and although we didn’t win overall we did come a very credible third 
hammering the Langdon team 8-1 in a play off! The day was a bit like a see-saw as our fi rst game against Bristol 
Active Life we lost by just one goal – defi nitely unlucky – our second match against Give It A Go we won 6-0, the next 
game with Exeter Riverside we lost 10-4 and our fi nal game with Langdon we won 6-4. Goal of the tournament came 
from Jake Buston who at one time virtually scored from his own area. Defi nitely player of the day!

Amber in the community

‘Flippin’ brilliant’

The Tuesday of Shrove was upon us 
again and our team of 5 young men 
were ready for the challenge. The 
men’s event was full and shoulder 
barging was the order of the day as 
soon as the town crier started the 
race. Two of us were squeezed out 
of contention before the fi rst fl ipping 
point. This left us with 3 still in the 
race but yet more dirty tactics were 
employed to bring the demise of 
Jamie Davis. The competitive element 
was clear for all to see! On the home 
straight James Paget managed to fi nd 
a little space and exploited his chance 

and managed to secure a well earned 
2nd place, narrowly missing out on 1st. 

Our boys were now full of adrenalin and 
seeking revenge in the men’s relay race. 
We had the edge with being a motivated 
team that had discussed tactics and 
order of running. James was clearly in 
top form given his previous result and 
his pace. He went fi rst. The hand over to 
Alan Wray and then to Jamie were both 
seamless and we were well in the lead. 
A win looked inevitable. Jamie handed 
over to Chris Thompson who only had 
50 metres and four fl ips to complete. 
He did not fail and stormed home 15 
metres ahead of the rest of the fi eld. 

We were rewarded with 1st prize, a huge 
silver cup sponsored by Sainsbury’s, 
James Paget got a second place cup and 
everyone was awarded their certifi cates, 
the guys were pleased. Plus free 
pancakes which are always welcome. 

Gareth Evans Team Leader, 
Bythesea Lodge

200 plants planted in 4½ hours!

Amberteers at Bythesea Lodge 
helped with the fi nal stages of the 
£250,000 revitalisation of Staverton 
Marina, part of the Kennet and 
Avon Canal. Parts of the marina had 
fallen into disrepair and UK Boat 
Hire invested in improving the area 
by planting 200 berberis plants with 
the help of Amber. They only had 
6 hours of daylight to plant all the 
trees and they actually completed 
it in 4½ hours with at one stage 
planting shrubs at a rate of one 
per 1.2 minutes. Well done team!

Footballers in the making

£250,000 revitalisation of Staverton 
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From RAP to street dancing

There is a lot of talent at Amber and where possible we 
will help Amberteers develop that talent to aid them in the 
future. Connor’s goal is to be a recording artist and he has 
been writing and performing RAP music for some time so 
when musicians Will and the People visited Farm Place 
he was thrilled to be able to do one of his numbers with 

them. Will and the People are 
international performers and 
great supporters of Amber. They 
recently donated some money 
to Amber from their album sales 
and here they were, spending 
an afternoon performing some 

of their best known pieces to the Amberteers and inviting 
Connor to take part, it was brilliant.

Connor expresses and releases his emotions through writing 
and music but for Tom it is dance that allows him to express 
himself. As soon as Tom arrived it was clear how much 
dance meant to him and that he had great talent so it was 
suggested he apply for Britain’s Got Talent – and a week 
later he was auditioning at the ExCeL centre in London 
and when he got there he saw that Kara, Amberteer and 
talented singer at Ashley Court, was also auditioning! Tom’s 
rendition of “dubdance” got him through to the next stage – 
performing to the BGT panel on TV! Good luck Tom.

them. Will and the People are 
international performers and 
great supporters of Amber. They 
recently donated some money 
to Amber from their album sales 

Amber talent

“I enjoyed the event because it gave 
me the opportunity to stand in front 
of an audience and speak; something 
which I thought I would never have 
the confi dence to do. I look forward
 to being involved in an event like 
this again.” Stuart, Amberteer
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“Attending this event enabled me to share 
my experiences as well as learning from 
other people’s’experiences. At Amber 
I have learnt that the only limit to myself 
is me and I can do anything, as my 
successful application to go to Costa Rica 
for 10 weeks with Raleigh International 
has shown!” Danny, Amberteer

Celebrating Youth and Volunteering

Four Amberteers made a big impression when they shared their talents and stories at the 
annual Surrey Youth Focus ‘Celebration of Youth and Volunteering’. There was a diverse 
range of acts from various youth organisations refl ecting the challenging roles life has 
thrown at them, none more so that Jasmine and Connor, AKA ‘SmallzDeep’, who wrote 
and performed a song that deservedly earned them rapturous applause. Danny and Stewart 
gave inspiring speeches on how they have overcome various diffi culties with Amber’s help.



Carer in a dementia unit

I just didn’t get on at home and although

I stayed at a friend’s house for a while, that

didn’t last so I found myself homeless and

very alone.

Leaving home and being homeless knocked

my confidence so much and I have Amber

to thank for helping me get it back. They

showed me how to get on and do something

with my life and after helping to refurbish an

orphanage in Bulgaria it showed me why I

should because there are people far worse off

than me. Bulgaria was the best time of my life.

I left Amber to work as a carer in a dementia

unit which I really enjoy. I have just left to

go on maternity leave and I miss the people

there already but I’m sure I’ll be back. For now

I am just so excited at the next stage of my

life, a family for my partner and me..

Laura, Amber success

Amber successes

Working in a Marco Pierre White restaurant

I started working with Toby in August 
2011 and found a young man who 
had endured a tough past which 
involved a lot of personal issues. 
He was trying to deal with them 
without resorting to methods he’d 
used previously, drugs and alcohol, 
as well as dealing with the insecurities 
that this had left him with.

Toby had vast stores of knowledge 
and really wanted guidance to help 
him achieve his goals but fi rst he had 
to work on his confi dence, self-belief 
and on areas in his personality. He 
shared what he wanted to do and 
what he thought were his ‘problem’ 
areas so we set on a plan of action 
to improve his confi dence. 

Toby really enjoyed planning for the 
future but at the same time found it 
challenging changing lifelong habits. 
As much as he wanted to change, 
he had to overcome big barriers, 
the biggest of which he realised 
was himself and he really applied 
himself to being the best he could be.

With support and team work Toby 
persevered and was getting close to 
achieving his goal when a chance visit 
by Marco Pierre White got him the 
opportunity that he had been working 
towards – a job in a restaurant but not 
just any restaurant, a Marco Pierre 
White restaurant!

The journey has not been easy but 
for Toby it has been worth every step 
and he is now beginning to live out 
his dreams. 

Thami, Team Leader, Farm Place



Amber news

 Amber has always been very lucky and 
had fantastic support from individuals, 
celebrities, trusts and companies. The 
last six months has been no exception, 
as you will see as you read this Get Set! 

Charities, now more than ever, rely on 
supporters to help fi nancially, with gifts 
in kind, or to raise awareness about the 
charity. The ’A Suit To Success’ 
campaign through the support of ‘A 
Suit That Fits’ has been very successful 
in raising public awareness about 
Amber as well as helping Amberteers 
in a real way. The Taylor Wimpey 
charity partnership will also help to 

raise Amber’s profi le, particularly when 
we join the charities in the partnership 
for the fi rst national Sleep Out. 

Marco Pierre White, a long standing 
Amber supporter whose visit you can 
read about in the newsletter, has also 
helped give Amberteers a real chance 
of a future as well as being a very 
positive infl uence on many. 

We are continuing to explore ways 
we can source new income streams 
and we have recently completed 
a social impact report with a view 
to proving our worth and tapping 

into social impact bonds and 
payment by results schemes. 
The report shows that for every 
£1 spent with Amber there is a 
saving of £7 to communities in 
terms of crime, prison and police 
costs. We have also developed 
an App, The Amber Homeless 
Helper, which will feature in our 
next newsletter. 

I hope you enjoy this latest Get Set! 
and reading how much difference 
Amber makes to so many people.

Charles Drew, Chief Executive

Amber successes
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“ …for every £1 spent with 
Amber there is a saving 
of £7 to communities 
in terms of crime, prison 
and police costs.”

On course to be a painter and decorator

Kevin was caring for his Mum at just 
13 which he found hard to cope with 
and turned to drugs to help him cope. 
He ended up in prison and was on 
Probation when he came to Amber. 
He hadn’t had much structure in his 
life and this was something he really 
wanted to tackle. With help from his 
Team Leaders he concentrated on 
gaining qualifi cations and achieved all 
Amber had to offer, he helped a local 
Christmas tree grower in the lead up 
to Christmas, and he attended Petroc 
College in Barnstaple to do a painting 
and decorating course which he passed 
with distinction. Kevin is now living 
Tiverton and studying the next stage 
of the painting and decorating course. 

Kevin, Amber success

Helping adults with learning diffi culties

It all began when I split up with 
my partner and then a housemate 
committed suicide soon after. I had
a full time job at the time and my 
own fl at, but I was struggling to 
cope. I found if I had a drink it felt 
better, but before long it was more 
than just one drink and by the end 
of the year I was drinking so much 
and committing burglaries and thefts 
that I was getting into regular trouble 
with the police. I lost everything, my 
job, my fl at and my self-esteem. My 
family didn’t know what to do with me 
but Mum found Amber and tried to 
persuade me to go. I didn’t want

to at fi rst but looking back it was the 
best thing that could have happened 
to me. The staff were so helpful and 
it offered great opportunities, like 
helping with painting in the orphanage 
in Bulgaria and volunteering with the 
National Trust. And it was there I met 
my partner, Andy.

That was two years ago. I am now a 
volunteer with JustPeople who work 
with the Probation and Barnstaple 
Magistrates Court, and I am a support 
worker for adults with learning 
diffi culties. Andy and me have our 
own fl at and I feel I can take some 
pride in what I am doing. Thank you 
Amber, for everything. 

Kelly, Amber success

Working towards being a teacher

Becky was homeless with money 
and debt problems but with Amber’s 
help she has learnt how to manage 
her fi nances and found her vocation. 
Becky may have played Cinderella’s 
wicked stepmother with relish in 
Ashley Court’s Christmas pantomime 
but she is brilliant with children 
and after gaining work experience 
with disabled children in Barnstaple 
which she really enjoyed, she 
continued with the work experience 
when she left Amber and is starting 
a Teaching Assistant Course.

Becky, Amber success

Working towards being a teacher

and debt problems but with Amber’s 
help she has learnt how to manage 
her fi nances and found her vocation. 

wicked stepmother with relish in 
Ashley Court’s Christmas pantomime 
but she is brilliant with children 
and after gaining work experience 
with disabled children in Barnstaple 
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transforming lives

amberweb.org
With your help many more young people 
like Kevin, Becky, Toby, Simon, Laura and 
Jeff could have a future to look forward to. 
Please help us by sending a donation today.
Amber, Shurnhold Trading Estate, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8DE 

Telephone 01225 792619 Fax 01225 792629

Amber, Ashley Court, Chawleigh, Devon EX18 7EX  

Telephone 01769 581011 Fax 01769 581379

Amber, Bythesea Lodge, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 8HR  

Telephone 01225 759900 Fax 01225 759909

Amber, Farm Place, Stane Street, Ockley, Dorking, Surrey RH5 5NG 

Telephone 01306 627927 Fax 01306 627426

THE INDUCTION
Here in the Induction team
We have a lot to learn
What Amber can do for us
And what we can do in turn

There’s a lot to keep us busy
As we repair our lives
To face up to our problems
And recover from our strife

We don’t give in to pressure
And we cannot be afraid
Keep calm and carry on
Is how inductions made

With respect, compassion and trust
We gather here each day
And we learn to stand together
Before we go our separate ways

Christopher Hayward, AmberteerEmail info@amberweb.org Registered Charity Number 1051388




