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With your help many more young people 
like Nick, Paul, Lauren, Darren, Anthony and 
Dwayne could have a future to look forward to. 
Please help us by sending a donation today.
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When my buzz turns to reality suicide breaks in 
I feel to be able to escape I will have to sin 
I lay in hospital waiting for my skin to turn yellow 
Sanity hits me, I’m feeling mellow 
Waiting to take the coward’s way out

Opening my eyes I see a faint smile 
My Mum and lost friends put me on trial 
Making me giggle I burst into tears  
They’re here they do love me my heart cheers

On the day I arrived at Amber although shaken and scared 
I could see I’d be safe although still unprepared 
Formed friendships with people I’d never forget  
We all had a past but don’t live to regret 
With stories to tell they’re amazing and strong 
Like Enack with his filming and Kara with her songs

Before I came to Amber life was not worth living 
Having this chance to start again, a fresh new beginning 
I thank you Amber and everyone here 
Writing this I have a tear 
You’re the reason I’m here today  
And the reason why I want to stay

DanielleEmail info@amberweb.org Registered Charity Number 1051388
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Amber news

As you will read in the next few pages, 
Amber has given and continues to give 
many troubled young people a second 
chance, of which I am one.

Recap 1999 – I was 8 stone and 
dealing with a horrible heroin  
addiction which in turn got me in 
some situations I would never want to 
be in again. A recap on my life is key 
as it all started to change at a massive 
house in the middle of Savernake 
Forest. That house was Tottenham 
House, the first Amber centre that 
Barty Smith opened. Without his 
vision of the Amber Foundation, then I 
don’t think I would actually be writing 

this today. Whilst at Amber I gained 
my placement on Raleigh International 
and travelled to Belize, this is where 
I got my love for travel and all things 
that go with it.

2002 – I started work for a tour 
operator in Greece and then moved 
to the French Alps with the same 
tour operator and worked my way up 
through the business.

2011 – I was promoted to Area 
Manager for five ski resorts looking 
after the chalet programme within 
those resorts. I would like to think I 
was successful within the company 
and have left all resorts performing the 

best they have ever done. I do feel for 
the person who has to go fill my shoes 
in a very demanding job.

2012 – new beginnings in the UK. So 
why did I move back from the lovely 
views of the Alps. Simple, I have had 
ten great years away and have enjoyed 
every moment of it. However I am 
34 years old now and wanted to do 
something interesting and worthwhile 
and it had to be something I believed 
in. Most people would not consider 
moving country, county, job and 
whole life due to stress. I didn’t really 
think of the stress but the future and 
doing a job that I know I would get 

satisfaction from. I believe 100% that 
Amber works and now I get to be part 
of the magic from the other side. The 
magic that you will read about in the 
following pages. To see people come 
in and know what they are thinking, 
and being able to talk to them and 
tell them there is a way round their 
hectic lifestyle is worth the change of 
scenery.

Kim Whittle, recruiting Amberteers  
to Farm Place

“ I believe 100% that 
Amber works and now 
I get to be part of the 
magic from the other 
side.”



Amber making an impact

Enlightening, emotional and  
challenging experience

Going to the orphanage on the 
outskirts of Sofia in Bulgaria was the 
most surreal experience that I have 
ever had. Instead of the unfulfilled 
children I expected to see, I felt a 
warm, loving, playful glow exude 
from every child I met. Playing and 
communicating with these bright 
and capable youngsters was a huge 
shock and made me realise what 
a difference a person can make to 
another’s life by such a simple action. 

For 
what little 
they had they were the most 
enthusiastic and happy children  
that I had ever met. 

One little girl Rosi, who spoke 
excellent English, told me how she 
was going to go to college because she 
wanted to study computer graphics. 
She had this dream but she always 
used the words I will, not I want. This 
was one of the most inspiring things I 
have heard.

During the 2 weeks we managed to 
solve a flooding problem by paying 
contractors (we had to raise money 
for such work before we left the 
UK) to change guttering and seal 
windows but we unblocked the drains 
ourselves. We then paid plasterers 
to skim and render the walls and 
staircase so we could paint an 
aquarium scene on them. My best 
time was painting this scene. Music 
played as we painted and the children 
came through after their lunch. They 
danced and sang with us, picking 
up the words to the songs really 
quickly and the girls even taught us 
some traditional Bulgarian dance 
steps which they learn in school from 
a young age. To see their confidence 
and laughter was beautiful.

My time in Bulgaria was made 
possible because of Amber and it 
was the most enlightening, emotional 
and challenging experience I have 
had so far in my life. On top of 
what Amber has taught me, I am a 
more rounded, humble person with 
a better understanding of myself and 
those around me. The experience has 
opened my eyes to how lucky I am and 
taught me that I should grasp every 
opportunity that I’m given and fight for 
my dreams. Thank you Amber 

Kara Mclean, Amberteer

Amber wins award

The Amber Homeless Helper received 
a ‘Highly Commended’ in the Best 
Use of Technology category at the 
2012 Charity Times Award Ceremony. 
Chief Executive, Charles Drew, and 
Chris Bath who came up with the idea 
and oversaw the development of the 
App, were at the ceremony to receive 
the award. 

“We are delighted with this 
endorsement and recognition.  
The App is a highly effective and 
valuable resource for anyone needing 
help by being signposted to services 
regarding homelessness / rough 
sleeping. It is also an extensive 
source of information for statutory 
authorities, police and prisons” 

The database 
of services is 
continually 
growing and 
if there is any 
service that 
would like to 
be included on 
the App please 
email  
chris.bath@
amberweb.org. 



Winners of the best dressed raft

Six of us worked together as a team 
to build a raft for the Lynmouth raft 
race. We got it to Lynmouth OK but 
when we had to get it from the car 
park to the river it was too heavy to 
carry, so we put it on a trolley and 
wheeled it somewhat precariously!  

We had to race it out to sea and when 
we won the best dressed raft, a medal 
and £200, we were very happy. We 
split the money between us so we 
each got £30 and this left £20 for the 
man in charge – ‘Jeffers’. 

It was a fantastic day, despite having 
flour bombs chucked at us! And 
working as part of a team made us 
learn a lot about each other. 

Alanah Bennett & Kieron Saunders, 
Amberteers

Amberlympics goes to Devon

All 3 Amber centres came together at 
Ashley Court for the 2 day Amberlympic 
spectacular. Football was the first event 
and Ashley Court set the scene winning 
both their matches by a big margin. 
Our captain, Steve Diamond, scored 
a good 12 goals during the 2 games. 
Throughout the day everyone enjoyed 
themselves and the atmosphere at 
Ashley Court was brilliant, even when 
the pressure was on us as we cooked 
for 40 to 45 people but we all worked 
together and pulled it off before the 
pool competition which was won by 
Pete and Kara from Farm Place.

On the second day we had the go-kart 
race which was great fun. Each centre 
had designed and made their own kart 
from scrap items such as old bikes. We 
all got up quite a speed as we raced 
down the drive - the fastest would win 
– which made going round the bend at 
the bottom rather challenging! 

It was now neck and neck between 
Ashley Court and Farm Place but with 
the help of Jake Barnett and Matthew 
Bull who won 5 points between them 
in the triathlon, Ashley Court were the 
overall winners.

Everyone got a medal and Ashley 
Court was given the winner’s cup 
by Chas and Barty. It was a very 
exciting couple of days that a lot of 
Amberteers will never forget. 

Steve Diamond and Jake Barnett, 
Amberteers

Amber teamwork

SATRO comes to Amber

SATRO is a registered educational 
charity providing real-life experience 
of the working world through a diverse 
and challenging range of programmes, 
and for a few weeks the SATRO 
workshop bus was at Farm Place to 
teach plumbing and woodworking 
skills to some of the Amberteers.

“We have been taking part in various 
projects set by the “boss” which I  
find a really good addition to the 
Amber programme as it teaches 
everyone and anyone who is willing  
to learn about various trades and skills 
that are available at colleges all over 
the country. I have always wanted to 
go into carpentry and the workshop 
bus has helped me gain some 
experience which would help me if  
I were to go to college.”  

Adam Patrick, Amberteer



Amber teamwork

Amberteers - masters of the locks

We’d been asked to help Andrew 
‘Mos’ Morris with his challenge to 
row from Bristol to London using the 
inland waterways - about 200 miles.

The ‘Amber crew’ met Andrew with 
his very impressive ocean rowing boat 
‘Bojangles’, and his support team, in 
Bath. This was the first time that any 
ocean rowing boat had rowed down 
a river or canal, so this turned out 
to be quite an exciting challenge for 
all involved. The first day we walked 
ahead of the boat to open the first set 
of locks in Bath. The next time we met 
was when they reached the marina 
in Trowbridge and we helped with 
more locks. I was lucky enough to row 
Bojangles some of the way with Andrew. 
I quickly learnt that rowing is all in the 
legs and a wooden seat is unforgiving 
on the old rump. 

The next day it was the flight of  
29 Caen Hill Locks that can look 
fairly daunting to people who’ve 
never seen them before. We set off 
early, the sky got darker, and by 
midday it was raining hard so by 
the time we reached the Wharf in 
Devizes to meet the Mayor we were 
drenched, but we made it and as  
the boats came through the last  
lock we all cheered.

Our last day with the project started a 
lot brighter and warmer. Me and Danny 
helped to get Bojangles to Pewsey and 
as Danny and Andrew rowed, I sat at 
the front and helped steer which went 
well until we hit a blackthorn bush 
laced with brambles! I met it feet first 
and got several thorns of different sizes 
embedded in my feet and legs... now I 
was steering the boat cautiously whilst 
pulling various thorns out of my body. 

We reached our destination with a 
great sense of achievement; it was an 
amazing opportunity to be involved 
with such a special project. 

Dominic Thomson, Amberteer 
Amber gets animated

A few representatives from the 
Farnham University of Creative Arts 
came to Farm Place and gave us 
the opportunity of doing a course in 
animation. Being a creative person 
I jumped at the chance of learning 
something new.

The idea was to create characters and 
sets, try our hand at animation and 
sound recording and then bring all the 
elements together to create a short 
animated film. On the first day we were 
given plasticine of various colours and 
asked to make a model of something 
that represented our individual stories. 
I made a rat which was a model of me 
today to represent my past and present.

I had quite a tough time animating the 
model and at times was left almost 
pulling my hair out, quite literally, but 
the teachers at the University praised 
my work which helped me pick up and 
carry on when it stressed me out. 

The end result made all the stress 
worthwhile because we have a great 
animated film that can be used to 
promote Amber. 

Chris McGlynn, Amberteer



Avnet Technology Solutions  
supports Amber

Avnet Technology Solutions has 
chosen Amber as its charity for 
the year and planned a number of 
fundraising events which began with 
a Cycle to Work challenge that saw 8 
employees cycle a total of 80 miles. 

A couple of months later and the 
company raised over £5,000 with 
a sponsored Golf Day at The Grove 
in Hertfordshire,  home to one of 
England’s finest luxury golf courses. 
Amberteers Danielle and Dan were at 

the event to help and be on hand to 
answer any questions about Amber 
and although very nervous, they 
both stood up to talk about their life 
experiences and their time at Amber 
and were warmly praised for their 
openness and courage. 

But it wasn’t all work for Dan and 
Danielle. They also got the chance 
to drive golf buggies and see all the 
golfers in action.

“We chose to support Amber 
because we firmly believe that the 
development of young adults will 

play an important part in the future 
success of the UK economy. We 
hope that our time and efforts will go 
some way to help the charity make a 
difference to these young people.”

Amber fundraising

Skydiving for Amber – a surreal 
experience

“I shuffled forward, sat down in the 
open doorway, tucked my legs under 
the fuselage, leant forward into the 
buffeting wind and dropped into the 
enormous space below, instantly 
accelerating through clouds at 120-
170mph as I began my 3 mile free-
fall. Definitely quite surreal, especially 
as there was plenty of time to breath 
and look around as I hurtled ground 
ward. The canopy opened at 6000 
feet abruptly arresting my fall and we 
dangled above the countryside slowly 
descending to the airfield where we 
landed (in a controlled slide) on the 
grass, on our bums.

Amber is close to my heart because 
I have always believed in second 
chances and that’s just what Amber 
gives troubled young people.”  Claire 
Baker, Amber supporter

Amber Rocks once again

Amber’s fourth Amber Rocks event took place at Marco Pierre White’s Frankies restaurant in Knightsbridge. Hosted by 
Jake Humphrey, Amber Rocks 2012 was another star studded, amazing evening as once again Eddie Jordan brought 
together some of music’s all time legendary performers to raise money for Amber. Throughout the evening guests, 
including Bernie Ecclestone and his fiancée Fabiana Flosi, were entertained with music from Sharleen Spiteri, Mike and 
the Mechanics, Nick Mason, Rick Parfitt Jnr, acoustic guitarist Antonio Forcione, Will and the People and of course, 
Eddie and his band the Robbers. The event raised over £170,000 which is amazing. A huge thank you everyone!



Amber fundraising and volunteering

Footpaths and gardens

“Abinger Parish Council would like to 
thank AMBER and their Amberteers 
for all their hard work in clearing 

Volunteers play an important role

Volunteering plays an important role 
in any charity and we have a great 
team of volunteers at Amber giving 
their time and expertise – from 
hairdressing to tree management, to 
guitar lessons to gardening. Volunteer 

Taylor Wimpey pound the streets  
for Amber

Amber is part of the Taylor Wimpey 
charity partnership and staff in both 
Avon and Surrey have been pounding 
the streets to raise money for Amber. 
Staff at the Taylor Wimpey Bristol 
office were first off the mark with a 
team of 16 running the Bristol 10K 
and raising £5,325 for Amber. A 
few weeks later it was the turn of 
Phillip Lyons, the Divisional Managing 
Director for the south east, and Phil 
Chapman, the Southern Counties 
Manager, who ran the British 10K 
in London in just 1:04 and raised 
£3,000. Thank you everyone!

Cranleigh Rotary and Amber scale the 3 Peaks!

Five Rotarians from Cranleigh Rotary Club were joined by 3 Amberteers and 
a Team Leader to climb Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon, and raised 
over £2,500 for Amber. They completed the challenge in 53 hours 25 
minutes, staying overnight in youth hostels. “I have to say that the conditions 
on Snowdon were the worst that I have experienced for a long time. As 
we climbed we kept losing the track and at times had to scramble up. We 
eventually reached the top and then had to use our map reading skills to get 
back down”.  Andy Kolmar, Cranleigh Rotarian

the footpath across the village green 
at Forest Green in July. The work 
carried out is appreciated not only by 
the parish council but by the local 
residents who use the path regularly. 
Thank you for all your help.”

Amberteers have also helped 
construct a sensory garden at the 
Grange in Bookham that helps 
people with disabilities achieve their 
potential and live independent and 
fulfilling lives.

Mistry recently enjoyed the result of 
many months helping Amberteers with 
their vegetable plot – a very healthy 
crop of onions!

There have also been some wonderful 
people who have helped raise very 
valuable funds for Amber: Nick 
Dussuyer, Rory Fairfax, Jack Leslie-
Melville, Aoife Loftus, Helen Price 
and Kirsty Thomas ran the London 
2012 marathon for Amber and 
between them raised an amazing 
£21,000!

... And 15 Amber supporters ran 
the BUPA 10k and also raised a 
tremendous amount of money - 
£13,000! 



Amber visits

John Glen MP volunteers at Ashley Court

As part of the Centre for Social Justice 
Inner City Challenge, John Glen, 
MP for Salisbury, spent 3 days on a 
voluntary placement at Ashley Court. 
The challenge is offered to politicians 
from all parties, who are then paired 
with a CSJ Alliance member charity 
and immersed in the hands-on work 
of that organisation. Mr Glen is the 
second politician to volunteer at Amber 
under this scheme and during the 3 
days he shadowed team leaders and 
helped with activities ranging from 
digging trenches to playing rounders.

“As an MP, I frequently receive pleas 
for help from individuals in distressing 
circumstances. Undertaking the 
Challenge has been a remarkable 

experience that has developed 
my perception and understanding 
of hardships faced by the young 
unemployed.

Through undertaking activities with 
many of the young adults and listening 
to them it is clear that Amber delivers 
massive savings to the Exchequer by 
offering a long term commitment to 
support troubled youngsters as they 
get back on their feet. Without Amber 
many of the residents would not take 
the steps forward to independent self-
sustaining living – a pathway that is 
often a bumpy road!

My experience reinforced how 
fortunate I have been in growing 
up in a home with parents who 
cared. I hope my experience at 

Amber will enable me to empathise 
more with those who have not had 
my advantages and it has certainly 
made me even more determined to 
do the very best I can for those in 
Salisbury who need assistance.”

John Glen MP

Fun evening around the camp fire

It was such a fun evening when the 4th Weybridge scout group came to Farm 
Place. The Scout Leaders brought food to cook on a camp fire and myself and 
around 10 Amberteers sat around the bonfire singing songs and dancing to the 
scouts song ‘I POP’ where we all had to link arms and jump to the rhythm, which 
was hilarious because when one fell over we all did ! The scouts told us what they 
did and we gave them a light talk to encourage them to try and go down the right 
path when they become teenagers.  Danielle Wilkinson, Amberteer

“Thank you so much for the very warm welcome extended to our Scout Group. We 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting everyone and sharing our scouting activities with you. 
Thank you for looking after our scouts, for joining in with us and for talking to us 
about some of your challenges and harder times.”  Sally Rogers, Scout Leader

Inspired by art

Chris and me went with the rest of 
Team 2 to the museum in Bristol 
to see the work of famous Artists 
including Banksy, the famous 
graffiti artist. I love art and Chris 
is brilliant at drawing so this 
day was really inspiring. We also 
walked down Gloucester Road to 
see some of Banksy’s work and 
were overwhelmed by the amount 
of original pieces we saw. We saw 
some amazing art work that day.

Danielle Wilkinson, Amberteer



Amber successes

Borneo – a life changing experience

Going to Borneo with Operation Raleigh was an amazing 
opportunity. I hadn’t used any drugs for 8 months because 
I had been at Amber and this was a new beginning. I had 
to fundraise the cost of injections and flights and it was 
amazing to have the local community supporting me. 

I met other volunteers when I got to Borneo, all feeling 
apprehensive as it was a new environment out of our 
comfort zone. The first few weeks we built a path where a 
gravity fed water pump system was going to be laid. It was 
a 2 hour trek into the jungle over treacherous terrain which 
was nerve racking and I was holding onto trees to keep my 
balance but I soon became confident. We also met local 
villagers who invited us to a wedding and into their homes; 
they shared their culture and customs with us and it was 
wonderful that they were so friendly.

The next project was building climbing structures for a new 
sun bear section at the Sepiluk Sanctuary better known for 

its orangutans. Sun bears are quite rare and the structures 
were to help them learn how to climb to prepare them for 
release into the wild. It was hard work as we had to saw 
diamond wood which is unbearably hard and could take 
over an hour to saw a piece just a foot in diameter. 

The last few weeks we trekked through the jungle which was 
freezing at night and you ended up sleeping fully dressed 
just to try and keep warm. Then when you were trying to get 
to sleep there was the constant jungle noise!

Going to Borneo was definitely a life changing experience 
I wouldn’t have missed for the world, although I don’t 
miss not having a bed to sleep in and not drinking water 
out of a tap!

I’ve now moved on from Amber and am working for my 
parents while I work towards getting the qualifications 
I need to study a psychology degree. I could never have 
made it this far if not for Amber. Dwayne, Amber success

A new life in Mexico

“A couple of years ago I’d been a Food 
and Beverage Assistant for a 4* hotel 
for some time after leaving Amber. I was 
ready to move up a level and  become 
a bar manager but the pub I went to 
was awash with drugs and because of 
this I couldn’t stay there, so with the 
power given to me by Amber I resisted 
temptation and left, clean and with my 
head held high!

I have recently made a big move. I now 
live in Mexico with my girlfriend, we have 
an awesome apartment and I have just got 
a job in a call centre. Ultimately I’d love 
to teach English as a foreign language, as 
my time volunteering in Uganda when I 
was at Amber really gave me a thirst for 
teaching and passing on my knowledge.

I hope everything is well and Amber 
continues to grow from strength to 
strength. Many thanks for everything you 
have done, not just for me , but for all 
Amberteers, past, present and future.”  
Paul, Amber success



Amber successes

Working in Liverpool’s Echo Arena

“In 2001 I was homeless and my life 
was going nowhere. I was in a shelter 
in Watford and knew if I stayed in 
Watford and with the crowd I was 
associating with that my life would 
have a miserable end. 

I heard about Amber at the shelter, 
went for a visit, found it welcoming 
and decided to give it a go. I was 
soon in a routine and being kept busy. 
The teamwork and having a routine 
really helped me and gave each day 
a purpose. I was there for around 9 
months picking up the pieces of my 
life and the staff was always on hand 

to listen and we developed a mutual 
respect for each other. 

One of the staff used to be a Sergeant 
Major in the army and we talked about 
the possibility of me joining. I enlisted 
to the RGBW regiment as an Infantry 
Soldier and went to a variety of places 
including N. Ireland and Kenya. My 
life had regained purpose and I began 
to build bridges with my family and 
regain trust in myself. 

I came out of the army 8 years ago 
and went into security work but the 
last 5/6 years I’ve been working in 
Liverpool’s Echo Arena setting up 
for concerts and events. I recently 
married my girlfriend of 10 years and 
am happy, settled and have a good 
life. I am eternally grateful for the 
staff at Amber for the support, time 
and care they gave me.”

Nick, Amber success

Giving something back to Amber

Back in the 90’s I was homeless, taking drugs, committing thefts and 
car thefts which led to me going to prison four times. I knew I needed to 
break the cycle.

1999 – my first few days at Amber, sitting at the breakfast table and looking 
at the guy sitting opposite. We both had the same look and both were 
thinking “what are we doing here” but we had no option so decided to stay – 
and am I glad I did. Amber was the right thing at the right time in my life. 

I’m now married with children and my own boss which is what I always 
wanted to be. I have a landscape business and a few months ago I met 
some Amberteers from Bythesea Lodge fundraising to go to Bulgaria. We 
got talking and I decided I wanted to give something back so after talking 
to staff at Bythesea Lodge I now give work experience to a few Amberteers 
every week and have been able to offer an apprenticeship and a part time 
job to two Amberteers. 

If I hadn’t gone to Amber I don’t know where I’d be today. It saved my life 
in a sense.  

Anthony, Amber success



Amber news
Amber successes

Working with adults with learning 
difficulties

Before Amber my life was hell, full 
of drugs and homelessness. I’d just 
finished my detox in a secure unit 
and had been clean for 3 months. It 
was nearly time to leave and I worried 
about living in the community and 
trying to stay off drugs. My social 
worker told me about Amber and I 
was over the moon that there was 
somewhere that could help you move 
on in your life and not go back to your 
old ways.

I was at Amber for over a year and 
did so much. I gained 15 certificates, 
went to the Edinburgh Festival which 

was an amazing experience, did the 
12 week Prince’s Trust course and 
got work experience working with 
adults with learning difficulties which 
I loved. I’m now working with people 
with learning difficulties and doing 
a Level 2 Health and Social Care 
apprenticeship at the same time. 
Plus I’m living in a house on a farm 
with a work colleague so the service 
users can use it too and once I have 
qualified I will be employed full time 
as a support worker. 

Lauren, Amber success

A life in the military

“I was at Amber in 1998 due to being homeless, constantly in 
trouble with the police and all the other stories that Amberteers  
will have gone through. It was an amazing place that really changed 
my entire attitude towards life. Since leaving Amber I have done 
amazing things - I spent 8 years in The 3rd Battalion Parachute 
Regiment, I was then married and had a beautiful daughter and 
decided to give civilian life a good try. I left the Army, bought a 
house and trained as a Financial Adviser and Stockbroker. Four 
years later I realised I wanted something more military orientated 
and retrained again. I am now a Private Military Security Consultant 
training, advising and securing people who travel to or work in 
hostile environments.

I have achieved so many of my goals that I never thought possible 
when I was at Amber. It’s been a varied ride but the only reason 
I have been able to do so much is because of the confidence and 
self-belief that was installed into me back at Amber.

It is absolutely fantastic to see Amber still doing what it does best, 
I would not be where I am today without you. Brilliant effort guys 
and Thanks!!!!”

Darren, Amber success


