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Amber has had another successful 
six months, with more people leaving 
into work than we have had for a few 
years, despite the current employment 
situation across the country. Amber is 
all about giving people time and space 
to plan a future and work towards it, 
and the percentage of Amberteers 
leaving to work is our main key indicator 
of how successful Amber is. Of the 
young people who leave Amber, 40% 
leave to work and a further 15% leave 
to college. A further 25% leave into 
sustainable accommodation from where 
they can start to look for work.

I had the privilege of accepting an 
award, on behalf of Amber, at the 
recent Annual Social Justice Conference 
run by GovKnow.  The award was The 
Big Lottery Award for the charity that 
does most in turning people’s lives 
around.  Around 80 charities had been 
nominated for the award and I am 
pleased to say that Amber won. The 

award recognises the work that Amber 
does and the effectiveness of that work. 
I have always believed that Amber is 
lucky in having some of the best people 
in the sector working in the centres and 
that Amber’s results stand up against 
that of any other organisation. The work 
is not easy and sometimes frustrating 
but this award shows that the work 
Amber does has been noticed and is 
valued and that Amber is making a 
difference to many young people’s lives.

This difference can be seen in the 
following pages that highlight the 
many and varied activities that 
show young people having fun while 
they plan their futures. As always 
it is inspirational to then see these 
young people leave Amber with such 
confidence and enthusiasm.

It was a huge honour to be selected 
by Paul McGinley, the Ryder Cup 
Captain, as one of the charities he is 

Amber successes
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“ Amber wins the Big Lottery  
Fund Community Award for 
Turning Lives Around”

A budding signwriter

I was in and out of care all my life, taking 
drugs from a very young age, hanging around 
with the wrong crowd which made my drug 
taking worse and I became homeless. When 
I nearly died through a drug overdose I knew 
I had to sort my life out. Back on the streets 
I heard about Amber. 

I cannot praise Amber enough, especially 
the support. When you need someone to talk to if you’re feeling 
down or tempted to go backwards they’re always there, both staff and other Amber 
residents, to help you stay focused and strong. People really care at Amber and 
make you feel you are a real person, not a statistic, and that you can achieve. And 
I have because I am now gaining work experience as a signwriter on lorries and it’s 
such a great feeling to have something to look forward to. I am still fighting some 
of my demons and taking each day as it comes but to hear my sister say she is 
proud of what I’ve achieved means the world to me. There’s no way I could have 
got this far without Amber.  Ryan, Amber success

Amber Editorial

Thank you for believing in me

I came to Amber homeless suffering 
a drug addiction; I was around 5½ 
stone and had many unresolved 
issues with friends and family. I was 
at Amber for a year before going 
to Borneo (thanks to Amber) with 
Raleigh International, an experience 
that changed my life completely. 
Within a week of getting back I got 
a job at a new pub and my own 
accommodation.

Thanks to Amber I am a lot more 
confident in my decisions and more 

independent by saving money, 
controlling my drink habits  
and spending more valuable time 
with those close to me. I have been 
given a second chance at life and 
forgetting the past, remembering what 
I learnt at Amber, and my incredible 
experiences on Raleigh, will stay with 
me for the rest of my life. To all staff 
and residents at Amber I thank you, 
and will never forget the hard work and 
time you have all put into me bettering 
myself, believing in me and helping 
me on my way to a successful life. 
Danielle, Amber success

 
Working in a leisure centre

I hung around with the wrong crowd 
getting into drugs, sofa surfing, 
smoking cannabis every day. I was 
getting paranoid and into arguments 
with my Mum, I’d lose my temper and 
in the end Mum had had enough. At 
16 I was kicked out of home.

Eventually I found Amber. I was 
nervous at first and didn’t know 
what to expect but everyone was very 
friendly and welcoming. I started 
using the gym which was great 
in helping me get fit and I really 
enjoyed it. I then found a local hotel 
leisure centre that gave me some 
work experience which led to a part 
time job and as I had some bar 
experience I got a job in the bar as 
well which meant I was working for 
them full time and so they gave me 
accommodation too. Since starting 
work I have completed a life guard 

course which has opened up even 
more opportunities and my goal is to 
be a personal trainer. It’s brilliant and 
I’m really enjoying the job.

Amber helped me make that fresh 
start I wanted. The team leaders 
were great; any problems or queries 
they were always there to talk to and 
encourage you. Amber is like a family 
and I made so many friends there. I 
am also back on good terms with my 
Mum and we speak every day! She 
is so proud of what I have achieved 
which means such a lot to me. 

Louis, Amber success

supporting during his term as captain 
in 2014.  Paul has been an Amber 
supporter for a number of years 
and his support throughout the year 
leading up to and including the Ryder 
Cup will really help to increase our 
profile nationally as well as helping to 
raise vital funds for Amber. 

Amber has been generously supported 
by a number of grant making trusts 
and individuals and some companies 

over the last six months and although 
it is not possible to mention everyone 
I really am very grateful for all the 
support we have received, Amber could 
not survive and many young people 
would not have a future without it.

Charles Drew, Chief Executive 



Amber development

Bythesea Lodge ready to expand

Bythesea Lodge in Trowbridge has 
always been very short of space, 
especially when compared with our 
other two centres, Farm Place and 
Ashley Court. Despite the lack of space 
it has always matched the success rate 
of the other two centres.

The parcel of land at the rear of 
Bythesea Lodge came up for sale when 
the developer who owned it went into 
liquidation. It was felt that this was a 
once in a lifetime chance to purchase 
the land and the opportunity to create 
additional facilities would be lost if we 
did not buy it.

A very generous donation enabled 
Amber to buy the land earlier this 
year and on this land will be heavy 
duty sheds for new team rooms, an 
art room, a small gym, and a training 
room. A major grant is funding the 
groundwork and the sheds and the 
next stage will be to raise the funds 
to build a two story building that will 
house a larger and more practical 
kitchen and dining room downstairs 
and an activity room upstairs. 

The land had been abandoned for 
many years and was completely 
overgrown, and it is credit to the 

Amberteers who cleared it completely 
and under the guidance of Team 
Leaders dug the trenches ready for 
the utilities’ cables and pipework. 

“Gareth taught me how to use the 
digger controls step by step which 
was a good experience for me” 
Harry, Amberteer

Teamwork in the teamroom

Brian is our new team leader so 
we decided to redo our team room. 
We each had a different job to do 
but worked as a team which made 
everything go smoothly. We changed 
how the whole team room looked, 
putting up pictures of ourselves, 
painting the walls and Scott did a 
good job of erecting shelves for us. 
We are very proud of our new team 
room, and we still ain’t done yet!

 development



Amber project

Cable reel and creativity

Some brainstorming and a massive 
cable reel, and ground that wasn’t 
‘being used to its full potential’ was 
transformed to a seating area so we 
could watch the climbers on our new 
climbing wall as we waited our turn.

We started by digging out an area 
for the reel and levelling the ground, 
rolling the reel into place and making 
sure it was level, then fi lling in 
around the base of the reel until it 
was secure. Then we put old scaffold 
boards around most of the outside 
to make a bench for us to sit on and 

painted it all with wood preserve to 
make sure it lasts as long as possible. 

The fi nal touch was building a dry 
stone wall around the edge of the area 
and planting grass between the stones. 
We also used old tyres to ‘edge’ the 
area and put wood bark down.

It was a great project to be involved 
in, we all learnt a lot and feel proud 
when showing visitors our handiwork.

Hayden, Jed, Katie, Dave, Steve, 
Amberteers

Tower of Strength

We set a challenge out to see how 
high an Amberteer could climb on a 
tower made of barrels, whilst being 
supported using climbing ropes, a 
harness and hard hat!

I think that the pictures speak for 
themselves…

Kevin and James, 
Ashley Court Team Leaders

We set a challenge out to see how We set a challenge out to see how 

Climbing the heights at Ashley Court

We started building the climbing 
wall with 3 telegraph poles and then 
put about 80 scaffold boards around 
it. We used screwdrivers, hammers, 
chisels, nails, screws, bolts and 
a scaffolding frame to get to high 
places, and corrugated sheeting on 
top of the wall. With the climbing 
grips safely and securely in place 
the wall was well tested and safe 
and ready for action and as we had 
the equipment needed for climbing 
the wall, everyone has had a go on it 

(even the people that 
don’t like heights!).

It took about 4 weeks to build and 
it took a lot of hard work from all 
the teams at Ashley Court. It was a 
great team building activity that got 
everyone working together and just to 
fi nish it off, the more artistic in the 
teams added some great pictures!

Jack, Amberteer

(even the people that 



Amber challenges

From orienteering in the forest…

As part of the NOCN Team Building 
course a group of Amberteers went 
to Moors Valley where they were 

issued with a map showing 50 check 
points that they had to fi nd and 
then photograph as evidence. Before 
getting to this stage they had to plan 
their teamwork and allocate specifi c 
roles to everyone – a team leader, 
navigator, fi rst aider etc. 

…to Geocaching around Trowbridge

Amberteers at Bythesea Lodge tested 
their outdoor treasure hunting skills 
as they navigated to a specifi c set of 
GPS coordinates and then attempted 
to fi nd the geocache (container) that 
had been hidden there with a list of 
people that had found it before. They 
then added their names to the list.

Raft Building Challenge

The three teams were given 2 hours to 
design and build a raft using barrels, 
timber and rope. 

They were then taken to the local 
river to test their creations…there 
were some successes and some 
‘epic failures’ but all in the best 
possible taste!

Overseas challenges

Once again Amberteers excelled 
themselves with their volunteering 
abroad.

Danielle, Dan and Jared who were 
in the Spring 2013 newsletter 
completed their expeditions with 
Raleigh International. Danielle is now 
working as a barperson/waitress at a 
newly opened pub and Dan and Jared 
will be leaving to work shortly.

And a team went to Berkovitsa in 
Bulgaria and made an uninhabitable 
room in the orphanage a fun and 

welcoming classroom for the young 
people there. They cleared out old 
wood and plaster, made good the 
walls before putting up plasterboard, 
screed the concrete fl oor, treated and 
painted the walls and fi nished with 
some fun murals. Needless to say the 
young children in the orphanage gave 
a helping hand!

Every Amberteer came back 
overwhelmed by their life changing 
experiences and the friendship and 
generosity they received from people 
with little if any material possessions.

They were then taken to the local They were then taken to the local 



Amber fundraising

Amber and the Ryder Cup

Gleneagles plays host to the 2014 
Ryder Cup and Amber is to be 
supported by Ryder Cup Captain Paul 
McGinley’s charitable foundation 
during its term as an Offi cial Charity 
of the 2014 Ryder Cup. Amber 
and three other charities have been 
exclusively chosen as benefi ciaries 
of The McGinley Foundation and 
Amber’s PR and Fundraising Director, 
Sue Crawford-Condie, was thrilled 
to be at the foundation’s launch at 
Gleneagles.

“These four causes are very important 
to me for a number of reasons and I 
am delighted to be able to support 
them and the vital work they do. I 
have been aware of the work that 
Amber does for around 15 years 
now, and having seen the amazing 
difference they make to the lives of 
disadvantaged young people via their 
residential homes, I wanted to help 
them in any way I could.” 
Paul McGinley

Great fundraisers at asb law 

Staff at asb law have raised over 
£7,116 for Amber from fundraising 
events this year. Peter Blackwell and 
Gavin Partridge rode the inaugural 
Ride London-Surrey 100 cycling 
event and the company spearheaded 
a sponsored abseil which saw asb 
staff and clients, plus some intrepid 
Amberteers and Amber staff, abseil 

90ft from the roof of the Ramada Plaza 
hotel in Crawley. Our sincere thanks to 
asb law for this successful event and to 
all those who took part, and also Worth 
Scaffolding who very kindly donated 
their services in providing a safe and 
secure launch platform.

“We’re very pleased to have selected 
The Amber Foundation as one of our 

focus charities and have enjoyed 
working with the fundraisers...asb’s 
employees have said they feel great 
knowing that our efforts play a part 
(however small) in transforming the 
lives of young people. We look forward 
to the next challenge!”

Hilton and Amber join for Around 
the World in a Day 

Around the World in a Day is a 
community youth engagement 
event hosted by Hilton Hotels 
and Resorts across Europe and 
Hilton Swindon organised a 10 
mile sponsored walk through the 
Wiltshire countryside for Amber. 
The walk included part of the 
grounds around Tottenham House 
where Amber began 18 years 
ago! Hilton Swindon continue 
to be a fantastic partner and we 
are extremely grateful to Mark 
Dixon and all the staff for their 
wonderful support.



Amber fundraising

Sponsored event fundraisers

A big thank you to all the people 
who raised money through sponsored 
events, including

Djamila Stachowski and Heiko Hientzsch 
who climbed Mount Kilimanjaro.

Alison Drew, 
Charlie Smith, 
Milly Smith, 
Andrew Kiszely, 
Arabella Llewellyn 
and Gideon Green 

who ran the London Marathon. 

Twelve people from Taylor Wimpey 
Thames South West, including 
Divisional Managing Director Philip 
Lyons, who ran the ASICS British 
London 10K. 

Wesley Nichols who ran the Torbay 
half marathon.

Donna Leach, Amber’s Finance and 
HR Administrator, who ran the Great 
West Run half marathon in Exeter. 

Young Philanthropists support Amber

Amber had the support of a group of 
15 young philanthropists from two 
organisations, Deloitte and Ingeus, 
as part of the Young Philanthropy 
Syndicate. The syndicate is a 
platform that enables groups of young 
professionals to join together and invest 
their time, money and skills in niche 
charity projects, with matched funding 
and support from senior philanthropists. 

The group is funding one of the new 
sheds at Bythesea Lodge but also 
spent a day at Farm Place helping with 
a building project, and gave a group 
of Amberteers an excellent interview 
skills day at their London offi ces. 

“I hope that the Amberteers agree 
that it was a great day. We all very 

much enjoyed it and the feedback 
we got from the group was that they 
found it really useful. I also want to 
emphasise how impressed we were 
with all the Amberteers – they were 
a real credit to themselves and to 
Amber with their enthusiasm and 
engagement with the day.”

Sam Butters, Senior consultant | 
Consulting Operations, Deloitte MCS

The Challenge Network 
and schools

For the second consecutive year 
Amber was involved with The 
Challenge Network, part of the 
government’s National Citizen Service 
(NCS) delivered through schools for 
16 and 17 year olds.

The programme connects and inspires 
young people to strengthen their 
communities and Amber invited a group 
of 12 young people to Farm Place to 
hear and learn about its work. Following 
this visit the group came back and 
spent a day working with Amberteers 
in the garden and vegetable plot and 
having gained a greater insight into the 
work of Amber they went away inspired 
to raise funds for Amber…

...Pupils from local Farlington School 
were also inspired to raise money for 
Amber after Amberteers visited the 
school to give a short talk on their life 
experiences and how Amber has been 
able to help them. 

Sponsored event fundraisersSponsored event fundraisers
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Amber in the community

Community project at The Holy Trinity 
Church, Forest Green

When we arrived at the church we 
could see what needed to be done. 
There were big potholes in the 
driveway, the hedges needed trimming 
back, the grass around the headstones 
needed strimming and the oak tree by 
the front drive needed cutting back.

First we shovelled 4 tonnes of gravel 
from the truck into the potholes and 
then pushed it down so that it was 
level with the rest of the road before 
our team leader drove over it a few 
times to make sure that it was fl at. 
Next we trimmed back some off the 
hedges so it looked neat and a lot 

more spacious and then raked up the 
cuttings into a pile and used team 
work to put it all in the wheelbarrow 
and take it to the bonfi re we’d lit.

We then strimmed around the 
headstones as the lawn mower could 
not reach right up close to them and 
when the strimmer ran out of wire 
we used the shears which took a 
lot longer but we managed to get it 
all done to an acceptable standard. 
Lastly we cut some of the branches on 
the oak tree at the front of the church 
as it was hiding the view off the 
church from the road. All in all a very 
productive day. 

Craig, Amberteer

Helping the community

Amber regularly helps with community projects, whether it’s clearing litter 
as requested by Asda and MacDonalds...“We were given our rubbish bags 
and litter picks, had a health and safety talk and then planned the route we 
were going to take. We picked up every bit of rubbish we could see and were 
rewarded with a big mac!”

...or clearing an overgrown garden ready for nursery children to use and helping 
tidy an elderly lady’s garden overrun by weeds “The weeds were almost waist 
high and a lot of obstacles to clear. First we planned what we were going to do, 
made a checklist and got kitted out. By the end of the week all the weeds and 
old grass had gone and we’d dug and raked the mud ready for seeding.”



Amber sport

A great day go-karting thanks to 
Cranleigh Lions

Cranleigh Lions Club generously paid 
for four Amberteers to attend a Go-
Karting event and we jumped at the 
chance. We were excited, but also 

nervous. Most of the other drivers 
were professional drivers, including 
a friendly group of guys who drift 
cars for a living. Our instructor made 
us drive a few warm up laps to get 
to know the circuit. Our nerves soon 
went away after the fi rst few bends 
and we all felt we raced fl at out. Two 
hours of exhilaration later we fi nished 
in fi fth place. Although we were tired 
we all agreed we could have raced all 
over again. 

Charley, Chris, Pat and Dan, 
Amberteers

Kickboxing champions

In September the Ashley Court 
kickboxing club travelled to 
Southampton to compete in the 

Premier Grand Slam kickboxing 
tournament. For two of the 
Amberteers, Ellis and Lewis, it would 
be their fi rst competition. Both 
guys fought well with Ellis winning 
the Heavyweight Intermediates 
division and Lewis coming 3rd in the 
lightweight intermediates division 
with former Amberteer, Beau Taylor, 
winning that division.

Barry Plechowicz, Team Leader and 
kickboxing instructor 

Premier Grand Slam kickboxing 
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Amberteers, Ellis and Lewis, it would 
be their fi rst competition. Both 
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Beaten but not down!

We went determined to win the football trophy back from Hilton 
Swindon. We started off very well going a few goals up, it was a good 
team effort, but we ended up being 15 to 20 goals behind in the end, 
losing three matches and drawing two. We were beaten but not in spirit, 
we’ll win next time! Ryan, Amberteer



Amber successes

Working as a lead support worker

I ended up alienating my family, they 
couldn’t cope with me and my drug 
taking anymore, I was clearly hurting 
them and had to leave. Dad helped 
pay for a room for me but I messed 
that up and got kicked out. I did get 
a job in care and was lucky enough 
to always fi nd somewhere to live 
but I was a mess. Then Dad met a 
friend who knew Amber, I passed the 
interview and knew this was my last 
chance to regain my family’s trust.

I arrived at Amber determined to 
change and wanting to gain as 
much as possible. Five months 
later I’d achieved that goal. I was 
drug free and got a full time job as 

Lead Support Worker with the Care 
Management Group and making my 
family proud.

At Amber you’re taking things on 
board but you don’t notice it’s 
happening. It provides a sound 
platform where you don’t have to 
worry about food and a roof over 
your head but you’re still gaining 
independence because you have to 
do things for yourself, and you have 
that to feel good about.

Although in one sense I’m ashamed 
I had to go to Amber I’m also proud 
I did because it’s such a great place 
helping so many young people make 
something of their lives.

Steve, Amber success

Working at a riding centre

I left home at 15 and spent months 
living at either grandparents or friends. 
I got in with the wrong crowd, did lots 
of partying and drugs and then it went 
drastically wrong. I was told to ‘be at 
this spot at a set time’. I knew it was 
dodgy but it was easy money, what 
wasn’t easy was getting a 15 month 
sentence for commercial burglary!

I went to Amber straight from prison 
and at fi rst found it hard to join in 
but Amber’s guidance and support, 
particularly Team Leader Gareth (an 
absolute legend), helped me settle in. 
After a 3 month training course at a 

horse racing college I now have a full 
time job at a riding centre and am 
doing my BHS horse care, knowledge 
and riding through an apprenticeship. 
I’ve also been doing eventing, show 
jumping and cross country and did a 
fun ride at Badminton.

My messed up life was all my own 
doing but Amber showed me there are 
people taking time out of their lives 
to help people like me and that is a 
comforting feeling. Thanks to Amber, 
life is now good!

Ashley, Amber success
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