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The time just seems to fl y past and it doesn’t seem like six months ago that we 
were putting the last Get Set together. It’s been another busy six months with 
lots going on at Amber and Amberteers achieving some amazing things.

Two regular activities that happen now at Amber each year are the Raleigh trips 
and the Bulgaria trip, both quite different in many ways, but also very similar. 
They both give Amberteers who have been successful in the selection process 
the opportunity to go abroad, many for the fi rst time, and work with people who 
are in desperate need of help. 

The Raleigh expeditions are in east Africa, India or Costa Rica where 
Amberteers work on environmental projects for three months, whilst the Bulgaria 
trip involves working in an orphanage for two weeks. Taking part in these 
overseas opportunities can be life changing to those who experience it. When 
the Amberteers return they don’t take for granted the things that we have in the 
UK and they all feel that they have contributed in a small way to improving the 
lives of some very disadvantaged people. Those who are selected to go on the 
trips abroad have to fundraise for some of the equipment they will need, and 
they will have had to show that they have moved forward with their own lives 
whilst at Amber to a point where they can now start to help others. 

There are many activities and projects at Amber such as art, music, gardening, 
painting and decorating, cooking and education, which help to get Amberteers 
to that point. For example, in the last few months we have been lucky to have a 
very talented artist and sculptor from Hungary working as a volunteer teaching 

Amberteers to explore their hidden talents. I am always amazed at how many 
Amberteers discover a talent for art in some form whilst at Amber. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of Get Set.

Charles Drew, Chief Executive 

Amber successes

 I would like to support Amber and enclose a donation of £ .....................................................................

Name

Address 

 GIFT AID DECLARATION
By signing this declaration Amber will receive Gift Aid at a rate of 25% ie. for every £1 donation Amber will 
receive an extra 25p. We can claim this relief provided you pay at least as much UK Income Tax for the year of 
donation as Amber, and any other charities you donate to, will reclaim on those donations. If you are a higher 
rate taxpayer you can personally benefi t by claiming further tax relief in your Self-Assessment tax return.

I would like Amber to claim Gift Aid on all donations 
I have made over the past four years and in the future unless 
I notify you otherwise. I confi rm I am an UK taxpayer.

Signature

Name in full

Date 

 I would like to make a regular donation, please send a standing order form. Please send 

donations to Amber, Intercity Trading Estate, Shurnhold, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8DE

Please advise Amber if you change your name or address.

You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying Amber.

Data Protection requires us to advise you that we retain details of all our supporters on our database. Only necessary 
information is kept to allow us to communicate effectively with you and at no time do we sell or exchange your details with 
other organisations. If you do not wish us to keep your details do please let us know by emailing sue.condie@amberweb.org

“ Amberteers contribute to 
improving the lives of very 
disadvantaged people”

Amber Editorial

Excellent cooking skills discovered

I was hanging around with local 
troublemakers smoking weed, taking 
Ketamine and generally being a 
nuisance in my town. Dad decided 
enough was enough and that unless I 
sorted myself out he didn’t want any 
more to do with me...

I heard about Amber through a friend 
and was accepted. At fi rst I found it 

tough to get into the Amber routine but 
I soon got used to it. I especially liked 
cooking for the house - putting a ready 
meal in the microwave was the closest 
I’d come to cooking before!

My Team Leader noticed I liked cooking 
and decided to get our team to cook 
a variety of themed meals, so I found 
myself cooking Chinese, Bulgarian 
and Mexican food. I was told I did 
an excellent job and so applied for a 
catering course, was accepted and I 
start in September. Until then I am 
working in a local Gastro pub and have 
moved back to live with my Dad, who 
loves my new found cooking abilities!

Zac, Amber success 

Working in the family business

I lived with my 
grandparents 
and was always 
getting into 
trouble with 

the police. I had problems with 
cannabis addiction and found it diffi cult 
to control my temper. My grandparents 
couldn’t cope with my destructive 
behaviour and I’d been evicted from 
endless local accommodation so my 
probation offi cer suggested Amber. 

I struggled at fi rst because I didn’t want 
to be told what to do but I eventually 
learnt that I got more out of life from 
behaving and slowly started to change 

how I dealt with the things life throws 
at you. I gained qualifi cations, did lots 
of projects, made friends and started 
to rebuild my relationship with my 
grandparents. I started to visit family 
and when they saw how I had begun to 
change they started to help me as well. 

I was at Amber for eight months 
and am so grateful for the help and 
support they gave me. I am now back 
at home living with my grandparents 
and my grandfather has given me a 
job in the family business running our 
caravan park in north Devon. 

Connor, Amber success
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Amber helped me achieve my goal

At 18 I found myself homeless due 
to a family member heavily abusing 
drugs and being homophobic. Self-
harming and alcohol was my way of 
dealing with my problems but it was 
really a cry for help. Fortunately I 
was referred to Amber which was the 
biggest turning point of my life. 

It didn’t take me long to settle 
into Amber and gain a real support 
network and a more practical way of 

dealing with my problems. I quickly 
made some real friends and gained 
the confi dence to get involved with 
the Amber activities and courses.

I knew I wanted a career and after 
three months I’d secured a job at a 
national clothing retail company with 
prospects for promotion, and already 
I’ve received training that will help 
me move towards management. 

I’ve got my own room in a house 
share, I’m on talking terms with my 

family, and I’m confi dent if I 
ever felt life was going back 
to how it was before that my 
support network would be my 
only answer and not self-
harming or alcohol. Amber 
created that for me and helped 
me build those important 
bonds and bridges and I can’t 
thank them enough. 

Tim, Amber success
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Charles, Rachel and Sue at the Amber Sleep Out event



Amber talent

Hungarian artist inspires Amberteers

Hungarian artist Ildiko volunteered two 
weeks of her time to share her wonderful 
art skills with Amberteers at Farm Place 
and on the last evening she cooked a 
special Hungarian meal for everyone 
which was as amazing as her art work.

“My two weeks at Amber were one of 
the greatest experiences in my life, 
and I am grateful for the opportunity 
of working with you. All the staff and 
the residents were amazing...

I was lucky being the witness of 
the opening of the Amberteers’ 
creativity...just amazing moments...

like when you see the birth 
of a butterfl y becoming a beautiful 
colourful wonder...and when strong 
enough, starts to fl y.

Any time you start to create you 
do something new, something you 
have never done before, and it was 
wonderful to see the pleasure of the 
creation on their faces, the joy in their 
eyes when they were surprised with 
their own hidden abilities. Creativity 
is not only for Art or artists, it is a way 
of seeing, a way of approaching, a way 
of embracing the world around us...if 
they can develop this ability they can 
develop all fi elds of their life.

Amber is a very unique place 
with extraordinary talented and 

engaged staff, and I am proud to 
have been involved for a while in your 
amazing job. Thank you.” 

Ildiko Malovecz, Hungarian artist

“It was inspirational learning new 
skills and having such an experienced 
artist at our disposal. Through Dee’s 
talents I was able to discover that I 
had an artistic side to me and I was 
able to very much enjoy what I learnt”

Chris, Amberteer

like when you see the birth 
of a butterfl y becoming a beautiful 

Amber is a very unique place 
with extraordinary talented and 

Further Amber creativity

Amberteers at Farm Place have 
also been creative making 
wonderful large cushions to 
brighten up the lounge area, and 
Amberteers at Bythesea Lodge 
have been asked to design and 
paint an external  staff wall at the 
Hilton Swindon. The design and 
colour scheme is well in hand….
Watch this space!Watch this space!Watch this space!



Amber partnerships

Amberteer, Raleigh, and the Lord Mayor’s Show

Raleigh 
International 
asked if I’d like to 

help with their fl oat in 
the Lord Mayor’s Show in London last 
November as I was joining one of their 
expeditions a few weeks later – I was a 
bit nervous but how could I refuse! 

I started to help push the fl oat along 
the 3½ mile course with lots of other 
fl oats and was then asked to dance 
and to communicate with the people 
watching the show, and pick up any 
litter that I saw. Although it was 
raining very hard all day it didn’t stop 
us getting involved because it was 
really good fun. I had a really great day 

and got to know so many wonderful 
people. Friends and family saw me on 
television dancing away waving a fl ag 
and having a great time – I even had a 
member of the public come up to me 
and say that their little boy wanted to 
be like me when he was older! It was 
an experience I will never forget.

Five months later I have completed 
my Raleigh expedition to Tanzania and 
it has changed my life dramatically. It 
has taught me patience that I know I 
lacked before, given me confi dence, 
and opened my eyes to appreciate 
what we have in this country, even the 
law! In Tanzania they have so little, 
and we have so much.

The trip was split into three – 
community, environment and trekking 
and I loved the scenery and people 
we met on our trek. At the end we put 
together a ‘skit’ which was a musical 
variation of Summer Loving but called 
Raleigh Trekking, it was hilarious.

At the end I was recommended by 
three different people at Raleigh to be 
a Project Manager and I am putting all 
my energy into achieving just that. I 
cannot thank Amber enough for having 
given me such an amazing opportunity 
and for transforming my life for ever.

Patrick, Amberteer
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Amber partnership

Amber, volunteering and Bulgaria

The Bhagavat Educational Trust 
offers a variety of Team Building 
Activities in the form of Team 
Challenges to assist orphanages 
in Bulgaria and once or twice a year 
Amber sends a group of Amberteers 
to help with refurbishing the 
orphanages.

The culture in Bulgaria is different 
in that nobody volunteers there and 
having heard about how motivated 
Amberteers are when they volunteer 
at the orphanages, staff from a 
Bulgarian company that works to 
motivate people into employment 
spent a day at Amber to see how we 
tackle unemployment and whether 
volunteering would have a long term 
benefi t to getting people into work 
in their country.

Brilliant team effort

For the next Bulgarian trip in May, six 
Amberteers at Bythesea Lodge have 
been busy raising money to cover the 
cost of passports and any decorating 
materials they will need plus toys for 
the children. 

“We decided to do a car boot sale and 
asked everyone we knew to donate 
items to sell, and raised £104. 
Bath Rugby Club allowed us to do a 
supervised ‘bucket shake’ at one of 
their ‘B’ matches one evening, and we 
collected £90. The team spent 2 days 
bag packing at Waitrose in Melksham 
and raised a lot of interest from 
customers as well as £558. Together 
with furniture sales and donations from 

the Hilton in Swindon and many others 
we have surpassed our £750 target 
and collected a staggering £1,026!!

I would like to thank everyone for 
giving so generously to enable 
some of our Amberteers to go to 
Bulgaria for what will be a life 
changing experience for everyone, 
and especially to my team for 
organising the whole thing and for 
working so hard towards this fantastic 
achievement. They all worked really 
well together, the team spirit was high 
and they all had fun along the way. I 
am very proud of every one of them!!”

Janine Cliff, Team Leader

Keen cyclists 

Bikes are a very popular mode 
of transport for Amberteers, whether 
it’s to get to an appointment, work 
experience or just for a fun team 
day out, so everyone at Farm Place 
was keen to get involved when 
Bikes Revived, in partnership with 
Surrey Care Trust, delivered a two 
day motivational cycle maintenance 
course on how to maintain and repair 
push bikes. Who knows, it could well 
have inspired a future Tour de France 
competitor!

Amber, volunteering and BulgariaAmber, volunteering and Bulgaria
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Amber fundraising and visits

Sleeping out in Bath

Amberteers joined staff from 
companies Airbus, CLC Contractors, 
Hilton Swindon, Learn Direct, Marriott 
Bristol, Marriott Swansea and Milestone 
Operations in Amber’s second Sleep 
Out event that was held at the 
Recreation Ground in Bath. Helping to 
keep the sleepers’ minds off the cold 
before settling down for the night, actor 
Pavel Douglas compered an evening of 
music from Kazoo Keepers, storytelling 
from the Bath Storytelling Circle, magic 
from Grant Maidment, a Zumba session 
and an amazing and impromptu ‘rap’ 
from talented Amberteer Jamie!

‘Homelessness is a problem 
thousands of young people face every 
day in the UK, with a lot of them 
facing the daunting and dangerous 
prospect of having to sleep on the 
streets. At the Sleep Out, local 
workers and businesses gave up their 
beds for the night to raise awareness 
and funds for Amber, which does such 
a fantastic job helping local homeless 
young people turn their lives around.”

Pavel Douglas, actor

Melksham Rotary supports Amber

Once again Melksham Rotary 
Club has supported Amber with 
its ‘Big Breakfast’ at the Art 
House Café in Melksham and 
Waitrose played a major part by 
providing most of the food and 
other help.  Both organisations 
commented on the homely and 
welcoming atmosphere when 
they visited Bythesea Lodge, 
and they were very impressed 
at the structured day and how it 
brings routine and security to the 
Amberteers’ daily lives.

Supporters pound the streets 
once again for Amber

Despite some injuries, illness and the 
sun beating down on them all the way, 
Amber’s six runners in the London 
Marathon all completed the course 
in less than 4 hours 26 minutes, the 
fastest being Dean Levy who ran it in 
3 hours 51 minutes and said “I am 
absolutely chuffed with my time and 
it’s been an absolute pleasure raising 
money for Amber.” The Finance 
Director and Financial Controller 
from the company Milestone that is 
supporting Amber this year, Simon 
Pritchard and Simon Brown, also ran. 

Simon Brown is a veteran of 10 
marathons around the world and the 
fourth runner, Guy Smith, has also 
run previous marathons but instead 
of relaxing after weeks of training, 
Guy will now be getting on his bike to 
start training for the L’Etape du Tour 
that he is cycling for Amber in July! A 
big thank you also to Henry Perryment 
and George Chilcott who made up 
the Amber team that altogether have 
raised nearly £10,000 for Amber, 
which is brilliant!which is brilliant!which is brilliant!

companies Airbus, CLC Contractors, companies Airbus, CLC Contractors, ‘Homelessness is a problem ‘Homelessness is a problem 



Keeping the food bills down!

Amber‘s food bill is being helped 
by some wonderful donations of 
food from both Pret A Manger in 
Horsham and the charity FareShare 
that offers the food industry the 
opportunity to redirect good quality 
food that would otherwise be thrown 
away, to organisations that help 
disadvantaged people. 

Once a week the two centres 
receive a great selection of food 
from FareShare that Amberteers 
work their culinary skills on and on 
Saturdays Amberteers go to Pret 
A Manger and collect any unsold 
products.

Three High Sheriffs visit three Amber centres

All three Amber centres have had visits and 
support from their county High Sheriffs. Mr 
John Lee OBE, the High Sheriff of Devon, 
awarded Amber a High Sheriff award after 
his visit to Ashley Court. 

The High Sheriff of Wiltshire, Mr William 
Wyldbore-Smith, visited Bythesea Lodge and 
recommended Amber to receive proceeds 
from the collection taken at the High Sheriff’s 
Service to celebrate the Rule of Law in 
Salisbury Cathedral and Dr Helen Bocock DL, 
High Sheriff of Surrey, visited Farm Place 
after the centre received a High Sheriff Youth 
Award donation towards its art department.

“Each year the High Sheriff can make 
awards to organisations or individuals 
throughout the county who they feel are 
making an outstanding contribution to 
their community…I was so impressed with 
Amber, and in particular the work you do 
raising the profi le of the young homeless 
that I would like to make a High Sheriff 
Award to Amber – Chawleigh.” 

Mr John Lee OBE, High Sheriff Devon 
2013/14

Amber fundraising and visits
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Dancing the night away for Amber

The Bristol branch of CLC Contractors 
packed audiences in to their fundraising 
disco in Bath and raised a phenomenal 
£3,900 for Amber! Sue McDonald 
who organised the event said that 
although most of the money was raised 
on the night, they were also extremely 
grateful to a number of their clients 
and suppliers who helped sponsor the 
evening. And to boost the funds even 
further, CLC Group is matching the 
amount raised which will bring the 
total to £7,800 – enough to fund two 
homeless unemployed young people 
turning their lives around at Amber. 

CLC is one of the companies supporting 
the End Youth Homelessness campaign 
of which Amber is an affi liate member. 
End Youth Homelessness is designed to 
entice large corporate partners to fund 
youth homelessness services and ten 
charities including Amber have banded 
together to attract these national deals 
and overcome the barrier that many 
smaller and regional charities face 
when targeting large, national corporate 
partnerships.

Amber drinks party

Once again we are indebted 
to Jack Barclay for letting us 
hold our annual drinks party 
at their wonderful showroom. 
Around 200 guests battled a 
London Underground strike and 
horrendous weather to attend, 
and over £16,500 was raised 
on the night.

The event would not be complete 
without the gorgeous canapés 
from Finns of Chelsea Green 
and a brilliant follow on was 
provided by Milly and Colette at 
Finns when they raffl ed a dinner 
for 6-8 people cooked and 
served by them at the winner’s 
house, which raised an amazing 
£4,000! 

A very big thank you to everyone 
for their brilliant support!



Amber sport

Amber Allstars in the league

Last September we started a football 
team and called ourselves’ Amber 
Allstars’. We weren’t very good to 
start with but as the weeks have past 
we have bonded and learnt how to 
work together as a team and not just 
as individuals. We are in our second 
league now and things are going well. 

Every Monday evening around seven 
of us set off to play in Horsham 
and if we are unable to get a lift we 
cycle the 18 mile round trip just 
to play.  The team can change at 
any time as people come and move 
on at their own pace or go on trips 
such as Raleigh, like Patrick who 
started the team after seeing an 
advert for Championship Soccer 
5-a-side league in our local area.

Amber Allstars means a lot to all 
of us involved as many of us have 
never worked well with other people 
and it is a fi rst for some of us. It 
gives us a sense of achievement 
that we have managed to stick it 
out and when we win is a good 
feeling and gives us the motivation 
to keep going even if we have lost 
the previous games.

Being part of the team has helped 
a lot of us make friends away from 
the life of drugs and crime and has 
shown us that it is possible to get 
away from our pasts and make a new 
start in life with new friends which all 
of us didn’t expect.

Jarren White and Emily Walls, 
Amberteers

Amberteer British Kickboxing Champion

On the 13th April I travelled up to 
Birmingham to attend the ISKA 
British Kickboxing Championships 
with my Team Leader and Kickboxing 
Instructor, Barry Plechowicz and 
Kickboxing Instructor Gurmare Singh. 
As I’ve only been training for 6 months 

I was entered in the Novice +85kg 
division. I’m 6ft 8 tall and towered 
over my opponents, which I think 
intimidated them.After winning several 
fi ghts I made it to the fi nal against 
an opponent that had dominated his 
previous fi ght. I was nervous which 
seemed to spur me on and I beat him 
convincingly to become the British 
Champion and qualifying me for the 
English Kickboxing Team.

All in all it was a great day out and 
I’m looking forward to fi ghting in 
many other competitions to come.

Ellis (the Fighting Beanpole) Gardner, 
Amberteer

Keeping fi t

Research shows that physical activity 
can also boost self-esteem, mood, 
sleep quality and energy – and that is 
certainly the case at Amber for not only 
do Amberteers get involved in football, 

kickboxing and cycling, they are also 
upping their cardio vascular activity 
with fortnightly fi tness sessions with a 
local Surrey fi tness instructor.  

“A humbling experience to deliver 
fi tness sessions to a group of 
outstanding individuals. I feel honoured 
to be a positive infl uence on the journey 
of the young people at Amber. Being 
able to give them the satisfaction in 
respecting their minds and bodies 
along with exercising their abilities in 
a healthy and rewarding way, is quite a 
remarkable transition to be a part of” 

Maria  

Amberteer British Kickboxing ChampionAmberteer British Kickboxing Champion



Amber activities

Exploring Exeter’s tunnels

Exeter’s underground passages 
were built over 600 years ago and 
are a series of medieval tunnels 
underground which have stories 
of wars and sieges, plagues and 
pestilence!  They used them so every 
house in Exeter could have clean 
spring water instead of horrible 
disease infested water. They were 
built without digging up the road, 
which in those days and even now 
was extraordinary.

We watched a short DVD on Exeter’s 
history before putting on our hard 
hats to start exploring. 

The tunnel walls were made of different 
types of rock and some were very tight 
and meant some of us had to walk 
down side ways  (Barry’s shoulders 
wouldn’t fit!) . Unfortunately Ellis, 
being 6’8”, had to virtually be on his 
knees the whole way round and even 
me being the shortest found it hard to 
stand up! It was a really fun day and we 
learnt lots of interesting facts.

Shannon, Amberteer

All hands to the pitch

Team One at Farm Place was invited 
to visit Newdigate cricket club and 
help prepare the pitch for the cricket 
season. Over the winter leaves had 
worked their way into the grass and 
needed raking up and clearing away. 
The team was very thankful to be able 
to use the club’s mechanical machine 
to collect the leaves!

Our canoeing adventure

One Wednesday our team leaders Barry and Matt took me, Ellis, Charlie, 
Shannon, Mark, Liam and Carl to the outskirts of Tiverton on the River Exe 
canoeing. Safe to say that Ellis and Charlie are not natural canoeist as they 
couldn’t seem to go in a straight line and for the first 15 minutes or so the 
rest of us had to wait for them as they went from one side of the river to the 
other and back again!

We roughly canoed eight miles and along the way pretty much everyone tipped 
over apart from Matt and Barry - some people even fell into the water as soon 
as they got in the canoe! Most people fell out when we reached the first bit 
of white water which meant Barry and Matt had to rescue the canoes and 
paddles before they disappeared down the river never to be seen again.

It was a perfect day, even though it took us five hours rather than the expected 
three, but was a great day and the first time I’ve actually canoed. 

Jared, Amberteer



Amber successes

Amber believed in me

I was street homeless, stealing, fi ghting, 
taking and selling drugs, such stupid 
stuff. I ended up in a night shelter 
where I saw people overdose and 
conditions were poor but thankfully I 
was then referred to Amber.

For some amazing reason I decided 
to be really positive about everything 
Amber offered which put me in a 
better position than ever before. 
After a few months I volunteered in 
a home for disabled people which 
inspired me to go for a job as a 
Support Worker for autistic people 
because I really enjoyed it and found 
I connected with the residents. I got 
the job and am studying for NVQ 
Level 2 in health and social care and 
I’m confi dent I can achieve beyond 
that because at Amber the staff 
believe in you and that has helped 
me to believe in myself. 

Jamie, Amber success
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Waiter in Pizza Express

I got kicked out of home because of my heavy drug use. I had no motivation 
or self-esteem and felt like ending it all. Then a friend who’d been helped by 
Amber suggested I call them.

Starting at Amber was really scary. I was shy and felt everyone would think I was 
a loser but soon realised this wasn’t the case as everyone was very supportive, 
and there was so much to get me motivated - team building and citizenship 
courses that helped me with my self-esteem and gave me qualifi cations, the 
Airborne Initiative which is a week long course on Dartmoor doing outdoor 
education and team building, and various sporting activities from playing 
basketball to doing kickboxing to going mountain biking.

My confi dence grew and I felt better about myself and started speaking to my 
family again. They noticed the difference in me and after a while Mum said 
that if I kept showing I was sorting my life out I could move back home. This 
motivated me even more to stay on the straight and narrow and after a few 
months I successfully applied for a job and am now a waiter at Pizza Express 
and living back home while I save money to get my own fl at.

Harry, Amber success     

Budding Manager

At 16, and after a 
traumatic childhood, 
Dan ran away and 
ended up living on the 
streets. Homeless, 
young and vulnerable 
Dan got involved with 
the wrong crowd and 
consequently drink and drugs. 
He would steal food and alcohol just to 
survive and at night fi nd a warm place 
to stay like bin sheds and car parks. 
After six months Dan managed to fi nd a 
bedsit and a job as a car valeter which 
he held down for three years but then 
his bedsit was burnt down and he was 
homeless again. He tried to keep his 
job going while sleeping in the car park 
or in some bushes but he was so tired 
that his work was going downhill and he 
got the sack. Dan became out of control 
and ended up in prison. 

Dan came to Amber on release from 
prison and has never looked back. 
While at Amber he volunteered with 
Raleigh International and involved 
himself in all Amber offered, including 
the Suit to Success campaign, and is 
now working towards being a Manager 
within the Pub company that he joined 
on leaving Amber. 

Dan, Amber success
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